


We look forward to welcoming you to the 2015 AAHS Annual Meeting 
in Nassau, Bahamas. The 2015 AAHS scientific program will build on the 
interactive format of previous meetings with an emphasis on education, 
research and evidence based practice. In 2015, we are pleased to welcome 
surgeons and hand therapists from our guest nation, Great Britain, who will 
provide their perspective regarding hand surgery and therapy. 

Morning sessions will begin with a choice of nine instructional courses, 
including Maintenance of Certification courses on carpal tunnel syndrome 
and metacarpal fractures. Panel discussions and scientific paper sessions will 
be mixed in with panel discussions throughout the morning. Each scientific 
paper session will begin with expert overviews to promote interactive 
discussion following the abstract presentations. Wednesday’s program will 

focus on the integration between the surgeon and therapist and will conclude with Invited 
Guest Speaker Michael Hayton, MD “When Can I Play Doc?”. Wednesday afternoon features two 
skills sessions with a hands-on therapy course and a hands-on surgical skills workshop.

Thursday’s program will include the AAHS Presidential Address by Mark Baratz, MD followed by 
Invited Presidential Speaker Charles J. Limb, MD who will speak on “The Neuroscience of Musical 
Creativity.”  

Friday’s program will include combined AAHS/ASPN instructional courses, a scientific paper 
session, the invited Danyo Lecture “Volunteerism - A Way To Shape the Global Community” 
presented by Scott Kozin, MD, and the AAHS/ASPN Joint Invited Speaker, Susan E. Mackinnon, 
MD who will discuss the “Path to Innovation in Academic Surgery: The Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly.”  The Friday programming will continue in the afternoon with a three-hour nerve transfer 
course and the always-popular Comprehensive Hand Review Course. 

On Saturday we will continue with the combined AAHS, ASPN, ASRM program which will 
include instructional courses, a panel, and best scientific papers. We are honored to have 
Joint Presidential Keynote Lecture, Ramez Naam, “The Wired Brain: The Frontiers of Neural 
Prosthetics.”   

It promises to be an educational and interactive scientific meeting. We have also planned many 
social events to allow time for you to enjoy the resort with friends and family. 

See you in beautiful Nassau. 

 

Thomas Hughes, MD & Christine Novak, PT, PhD 
2015 AAHS Program Chairs

Welcome to the Bahamas! In honor of the 25th Anniversary of ASPN, we have 
planned a unique program for the 2015 ASPN Annual Meeting. We have fully 
integrated our educational, scientific and social activities with the AAHS and 
ASRM to create an outstanding program. 

The 2015 ASPN program will begin Friday, January 23rd with combined  
ASPN/AAHS instructional courses, a clinical nerve scientific podium session 

and later in the morning an integrated panel on nerve transfers. We have also planned an ASPN 
scientific paper session, our AAHS/ASPN Joint Invited Speaker, Susan E. Mackinnon, MD (“The 
Path to Innovation in Academic Surgery: The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”) followed by an 
interactive poster session lunch.

On Saturday, we have combined the extraordinary strengths of the three societies with combined 
instructional courses, a combined panel on affordable health care, an outstanding paper session 
and our Joint Presidential Keynote Lecture by noted technology author, futurist, and inventor 
Ramez Naam.  The AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Welcome Reception will be held that evening.

On Sunday, the ASPN program will begin with early morning instructional courses followed by 
a combined ASPN/ASRM panel on free muscle based reconstruction of brachial plexus injuries, 
followed by a combined ASPN/ASRM scientific paper session. The morning will continue with 
ASPN scientific paper sessions, International Guest Speaker Fausto Viterbo’s lecture on “End-to-
Side Nerve Repair”, a special Founding Member and Past President Panel, a special International 
Invited Panel, and conclude with the ASPN business meeting. 

The Atlantis Paradise Island is a fantastic venue in which to enjoy the Bahamas. We will have 
activities at the resort for you to enjoy with your family and friends. The 25th Anniversary 
program promises to be an exciting educational and fun learning experience. I invite you, your 
colleagues, and your families to join us in the Bahamas! 

With very best wishes,

Gregory H. Borschel, MD, FAAP, FACS 
2015 ASPN Program Chair

On behalf of your president Dr. Allen Bishop, we extend an invitation to join 
us at the 2015 Annual Meeting of the ASRM at the Atlantis Resort, Paradise 
Island, Bahamas. The theme of this year’s meeting will be “Artistry in 
Microsurgery: A Celebration of Innovation.” We have included new topics 
and new speakers to provide the members with the most up to date issues in 
reconstructive microsurgery while showcasing the art and creativity within 
our specialty.  International speakers from Europe and Asia have been invited 
to provide a global perspective on topics ranging from perforator flaps to 
resident education.  On Saturday, our combined panel with the AAHS and 
ASPN will focus on reconstructive surgery in the era of the Affordable Care Act.  
Dr. Andrew Gurman, Speaker for House of Delegates for the American Medical 
Association and Dr. Michael Wood, renowned microsurgeon and former CEO 

of Mayo Health Care System, will provide insightful and interesting perspectives on this timely 
subject.  Over the following days we will include the always entertaining Best Case/Best Save 

forum, but will also introduce the Young Turks/Old Turks Show Down where seasoned veterans 
and the individuals from the Young Microsurgeon’s Group will square off in a lively competition 
to see who can be the most creative in solving complex reconstructive problems.  Finally, we 
will continue the breakout programs in conjunction with the American Society for Lymphatic 
Surgery and hear updates from the American Society for Reconstructive Transplantation. The 
educational component of the meeting promises to be comprehensive and thought provoking 
as we celebrate the creativity in all of aspects of microsurgery.

We promise you’ll learn something.  We hope to see you in the Bahamas.

Goetz Giessler, MD & Steven L. Moran, MD    
2015 ASRM Program Chairs
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American Association  
for Hand Surgery

Learning Objectives
Following completion of this activity, participants will be able to:

 h Describe and discuss the revolutions in tissue animation.
 h Analyze and discuss new ideas of bioengineering for the construction of 

  improved artificial nerve conduits.
 h Examine alternative options for restoring lost function in the upper or 

  lower extremity with nerve transfers or tendon transfers.
 h Explain and discuss new advances in nerve transplantation and repair. 
 h Describe and discuss ways to improve the ability to interface the motor 

  and sensory systems.

ABMS Core Competencies
This program will address the following ACGME/ABMS Competencies:

 h Patient Care and Procedural Skills
 h Medical Knowledge
 h Systems-Based Practice

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS) and the American Society for Peripheral 
Nerve (ASPN). The ASPS is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

Designation Statement
The ASPS designates this live activity for a maximum of 12.75 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Disclosure Policy
The ASPS requires all faculty, authors, planners, reviewers, managers, 
and other individuals in a position to control or influence the content of 
an activity to disclose all relevant financial relationships or affiliations. 
All identified conflicts of interest must be resolved and the educational 
content thoroughly vetted by ASPS for fair balance, scientific objectivity, and 
appropriateness of patient care recommendations. The ASPS also requires 
faculty/authors to disclose when off-label/unapproved uses of a product are 
discussed in a CME activity or included in related materials.

Educational Overview
After the completion of this program, participants will have an enhanced 
knowledge of the scope, practice and application of microsurgical techniques 
in addition to principles to help avoid complications and improve outcomes 
in the complex field of reconstructive microsurgery.  

Intended Audience
This educational activity is intended for surgeons and other healthcare 
professionals engaged in the practice of clinical reconstructive 
microneurovascular surgery and other complex reconstructions and/or 
involvement in research into and teaching of microneurovascular surgery

Learning Objectives
Following completion of this activity, participants will be able to:

 h Implement the newest techniques in breast reconstruction, head and 
  neck reconstruction, trunk reconstruction, and extremity reconstruction

 h Evaluate and treat the facial paralysis patient
 h Understand changes applicable to reconstructive surgery in the  

 Affordable Care Act 
 h Identify the principles behind the growing field of lymphatic surgery and 

  vascularized composite allotransplantation
 h Understand principles in flap design for pedicled perforator, propeller 

  and key stone flaps 
 h Implement new training tools in the education of residents and fellows 

  in microsurgery
 h Avoid adverse events in their practice

ABMS Core Competencies
This program will address the following ACGME/ABMS Competencies:

 h Patient Care and Procedural Skills
 h Medical Knowledge
 h Systems-Based Practice

Commercial Support
This activity is supported by The California Pacific Medical Center and  
Synovis, MCA

American Society for  
Peripheral Nerve

American Society for  
Reconstructive Surgery

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the 
American Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS) and the American Society 
for Reconstructive Microsurgery (ASRM). The ASPS is accredited by the 
ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Designation Statement
The ASPS designates this live activity for a maximum of 17.0 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Disclosure Policy
The ASPS requires all faculty, authors, planners, reviewers, managers, 
and other individuals in a position to control or influence the content of 
an activity to disclose all relevant financial relationships or affiliations. 
All identified conflicts of interest must be resolved and the educational 
content thoroughly vetted by ASPS for fair balance, scientific objectivity, 
and appropriateness of patient care recommendations. The ASPS also 
requires faculty/authors to disclose when off-label/unapproved uses of a 
product are discussed in a CME activity or included in related materials.

Educational Overview
This program provides an opportunity for surgeons, therapists, 
researchers, faculty and other healthcare professionals working in these 
complementary fields to share new discoveries and techniques. By 
learning from colleagues about cutting-edge technologies and patient-
care options, participants will have a broader view of patient treatment 
and recovery.

Intended Audience
This educational activity is intended for healthcare professionals and 
researchers working in the fields of hand surgery, peripheral nerve 
and/or neural regeneration, and microneurovascular surgery and other 
complex reconstructions.

Learning Objectives
Following completion of this activity, participants will be able to:

 h Discuss clinical and basic science research.

 h Apply the high resolution MRI in imaging traumatic lesions, nerve 
  tumors or with other pathological conditions.

 h Discuss nerve transfers as a potential option for treating spinal  
  cord injuries.

ABMS Core Competencies
This program will address the following ACGME/ABMS Competencies:

 h Patient Care and Procedural Skills

 h Medical Knowledge

 h Systems-Based Practice

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the 
American Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS), the American Association 
for Hand Surgery (AAHS), the American Society for Peripheral Nerve 
(ASPN), and the American Society for Reconstructive Microsurgery 
(ASRM). The ASPS is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

Designation Statement
The ASPS designates this live activity for a maximum of 3.5 AMA 
PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Disclosure Policy
The ASPS requires all faculty, authors, planners, reviewers, managers, 
and other individuals in a position to control or influence the content of 
an activity to disclose all relevant financial relationships or affiliations. 
All identified conflicts of interest must be resolved and the educational 
content thoroughly vetted by ASPS for fair balance, scientific objectivity, 
and appropriateness of patient care recommendations. The ASPS also 
requires faculty/authors to disclose when off-label/unapproved uses of a 
product are discussed in a CME activity or included in related materials.

Joint Meeting/Combined Day

Continuing Medical Education (CME) Information

Educational Overview
The American Association for Hand Surgery Annual Meeting brings together 
health care professionals from North America and abroad for a three-day 
continuing education program featuring the best evidence of the practice 
of hand and upper extremity health care. The program is multifaceted and 
includes 30 instructional courses, numerous panel discussions and case-
based programs, and free papers selected by a panel of experts. The learner 
will gain insight into both common and complex problems of the upper 
extremity, understand indications for surgery, therapy, outcomes of each, 
and potential complications of intervention.

Intended Audience
The program is intended for health care professionals involved in the 
assessment and management of a wide variety of common and complex 
conditions of the hand and upper limb.

Learning Objectives
Following completion of this activity, participants will be able to:

 h Develop relationships and mentoring that lead to successful hand  
 research and contributions to better patient outcomes.

 h Understand the new landscape of medicine leading to better patient  
 care through the use of social media, the internet and understating  
 new reimbursement models.  Discuss clinical and basic scientific  
 research on hand and upper extremity problems.

 h Integrate principles of hand therapy with surgical management of  
 hand and upper extremity problems.

 h Evaluate surgical and nonsurgical principles of managing common  
 hand and upper extremity problems.

 h Compare the intellectual discourses through an integrated program  
 with the related surgical societies (ASRM and ASPN) and resolve  
 conflicts.

 h Implement enhanced management of fractures, arthritis and  
 congenital problems.

 h Compare clinical and nonclinical hand therapy issues for a variety  
 of hand problems and fractures.

ABMS Core Competencies
This program will address the following ACGME/ABMS Competencies:

 h Patient Care and Procedural Skills
 h Medical Knowledge
 h Systems-Based Practice

Accreditation Statement
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the 
Essential Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of the American 
Society of Plastic Surgeons (ASPS) and the American Association for Hand 
Surgery (AAHS). The ASPS is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

Designation Statement
The ASPS designates this live activity for a maximum of 22.75 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Disclosure Policy
The ASPS requires all faculty, authors, planners, reviewers, managers, 
and other individuals in a position to control or influence the content of 
an activity to disclose all relevant financial relationships or affiliations. 
All identified conflicts of interest must be resolved and the educational 
content thoroughly vetted by ASPS for fair balance, scientific objectivity, and 
appropriateness of patient care recommendations. The ASPS also requires 
faculty/authors to disclose when off-label/unapproved uses of a product are 
discussed in a CME activity or included in related materials.

Educational Overview
After the completion of this program, participants will have an enhanced 
knowledge of the pathophysiology and the management of targeted 
reinnervation, cortical reorganization and tissue engineering including 
the scope and application of surgical techniques used in treating and 
management of peripheral nerve injuries

Intended Audience
The American Society for Peripheral Nerve (ASPN) Annual Meeting is intended 
for surgeons, researchers and other healthcare professionals working in 
disciplines related to peripheral nerve and/or neural regeneration.
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WEDNESDAY • 1/21 THURSDAY • 1/22 FRIDAY • 1/23

AAHS Program
(Specialty Day)

AAHS Program AAHS & ASPN Program

6:00 am

6:30 am

7:00 am

7:30 am

8:00 am

8:30 am

9:00 am

9:30 am

10:00 am

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:30 am

12:00 pm

12:30 pm

1:00 pm

1:30 pm

2:00 pm

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

3:30 pm

4:00 pm

4:30 pm

5:00 pm

5:30 pm

6:00 pm

6:30 pm

7:00 pm

7:30 pm

8:00 pm

8:30 pm

9:00 pm

9:30 pm

10:00 pm

Schedule-at-a-Glance

Welcome & Invited Speakers
Vivian C. Lees, MD, MB, BChir,FRCS & William H. Seitz, MD

Panel: 911 Complications

Presidential Address 
Mark E. Baratz, MD

Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Concurrent Scientific  
Paper Sessions

Instructional 
Courses

Invited Guest Speaker 
Charles J. Limb, MD

Industry Lunch Symposium

Women in Hand  
Surgery: Perspectives 

on Life & Career

Hands-On  
Skills Lab

6:30 am - 8:00 am
Continental  

Breakfast

Concurrent AAHS/ASPN 
Scientific Paper Sessions

   Lunch with Exhibitors  

Nerve Transfers:  
Distal Ulnar, Radial  

& Median Nerve

AAHS/ASPN 
Instructional 

Courses

ASPN Welcome HSE and HAND  
Journal Update

Scientific Paper 
Session I Annual Business  

Meeting

Scientific Paper 
Session II

Danyo Lecture 
Scott Kozin, MD

Joint AAHS/ASPN Invited Speaker  
Susan E. Mackinnon, MD

ASPN  
Poster Session

Comprehensive  
Hand Review  

Course 
 

(Separate Registration 
Required)

AAHS Annual Meeting  
Dinner Dance

6:30 am - 8:00 am
Continental  

Breakfast 

Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Welcome & Invited Speaker
Jane Fedorczyk, PT, PhD, CHT, ATC

Panel:   
Hand Injuries in Athletes

Coffee Break

Panel:  
Hand Surgery & Therapy - Tips & Pearls

Invited Guest Lecture
Michael Hayton, MD 

Hands-On Surgeon 
Development 

Workshop

Hands-On Therapist 
Development 

Workshop

Mentors Reception

Welcome Reception 
in the Exhibit Hall

Instructional  
Courses

6:30 am - 8:00 am
Continental  

Breakfast
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SATURDAY • 1/24

Combined Day 
AAHS/ASPN/ASRM

Programs
6:00 am

6:30 am

7:00 am

7:30 am

8:00 am

8:30 am

9:00 am

9:30 am

10:00 am

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:30 am

12:00 pm

12:30 pm

1:00 pm

1:30 pm

2:00 pm

2:30 pm

3:00 pm

3:30 pm

4:00 pm

4:30 pm

5:00 pm

5:30 pm

6:00 pm

6:30 pm

7:00 pm

7:30 pm

8:00 pm

8:30 pm

9:00 pm

9:30 pm

10:00 pm

SUNDAY • 1/25 MONDAY • 1/26 TUESDAY • 1/27

ASPN & ASRM 
Programs

ASRM Program ASRM Program

6:30 am - 7:30 am
Continental Breakfast

Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Scientific Paper 
Session IV

Instructional 
Courses

Poster Reception

Best Case/Best Save

ASRM Welcome

Scientific  
Paper Session

ASPN/ASRM Panel:  
Outcomes of Muscle and  

Nerve Transfers  

President’s Invited 
Lecture 

Michael Wood, MD

Break Out 
Panels

Lunch

Scientific 
Paper 

Session

YMG Open 
Forum

Scientific 
Paper  

Session

Break Out 
Panels

Invited Guest 
Speaker

ASPN Presidential 
Address

Founding 
Member  

Past President  
Invited Panel

International 
Panel

Closing/Awards

ASPN Business 
Meeting

6:30 am - 7:30 am
Continental Breakfast

Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Break Out 
Panels

ASRM Business 
Meeting

ASLS Programming

Godina Alumni Club 
Reception

Scientific  
Paper Session

Scientific Paper Session

Godina Lecture 
Matthew Hanasono, MD

Lunch

Presidential Lecture 
Allen Bishop, MD

YMG Panel Break Out 
Panels

Old Turks: Young Turks  
Smack Down

ASRT Update Panel

WMG  
Reception

ASRM Celebration!

6:30 am - 7:30 am
Continental Breakfast

Break Out 
Panels Scientific  

Paper Session

Concurrent Scientific  
Paper Sessions

Buncke Lecture  
Julia K. Terzis, MD, PhD

Panel: Disasters of the Masters

Closing Remarks

 

Presidents’ Welcome

Combined Panel:  
The Affordable Care Act

Coffee Break with Exhibitors

Joint Presidential Keynote Lecture 
Ramez Naam

Joint Outstanding Papers

Instructional 
Courses

Scientific Paper 
Session III

Masters Series 
in Microsurgery

YMG/New Member Reception

 ASPN/ASRM  
Welcome Reception

6:30 am - 8:00 am
Continental  

Breakfast 

LEGEND: AAHS ASPN ASRM Combined Day - AAHS/ASPN/ASRM
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Wednesday, January 21, 2015
Specialty Day Programming

6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast

7:00 am – 8:00 am  Instructional Courses

Who Needs Therapy and Who Doesn’t: Practical Applications to  
Optimize Outcome

Chair: Kristen A. Valdes, OTD, OTR, CHT 
Instructors: Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD; Susan Michlovitz, PT, PhD, CHT;  
Jane Fedorczyk, PT, PhD, CHT; Donald H. Lalonde, MD

Optimal patient outcome for both post-operative and non-operative hand conditions 
requires a collaborative relationship between the patient, surgeon and hand therapist.  The 
course will present practical applications to select therapy interventions and highlighting the 
best available current evidence. 

 Raynaud’s & Cold Sensitivity - Is There a Solution?
Chair:  Michael W. Neumeister, MD 
Instructors: Robert J. Goitz, MD; L. Andrew Koman, MD; Kia M. Washington, MD; Christine B. 
Novak, PT, PhD

Raynaud’s phenomenon and cold sensitivity are challenging clinical diagnoses to assess and 
treat. This course will present the current evidence regarding the assessment, non-operative 
treatment and surgical approaches to treatment of Raynaud’s phenomenon and trauma-
related cold sensitivity. 

Treatment Options For Finger Arthritis
Chair:  Joseph Imbriglia, MD 
Instructors: Thomas A. Wiedrich, MD; Richard Bernstein, MD; Ian Trail, MD;  
Lisa M. Cyr, OTD, OTR/L, CHT

The management of MP, PIP and DIP joint arthritis remains challenging and the optimal 
treatment is difficult to discern from the available scientific literature. The course faculty will 
present the optimal treatments based on published evidence and clinical experience.  The 
technical aspects for optimizing surgical outcomes for each treatment option and the post-
operative rehabilitation will be presented.

Shoulder & Elbow Assessment
Chair:  Thomas Wright, MD 
Instructors: Melvin P. Rosenwasser, MD; Tambra Marik, OTR/L, OTD, CHT

Patients with elbow and shoulder pathology can present a diagnostic challenge. This course 
will present a systematic approach to assessment of the elbow and shoulder including 
subjective, objective and imaging techniques. 

Fragility Fractures
Chair: Asif M. Ilyas, MD 
Instructors: John R. Fowler, MD; Fred Liss, MD; Charles Day, MD; Lynne Feehan, PT, PhD, CHT

Fragility fractures in the upper extremity present a unique challenge for the patient and 
health care team. Using didactic presentations and case-based examples, this course will 
present the current evidence regarding medical, surgical and hand therapy approaches to 
assessment and treatment.

Scaphoid Fractures
Chair: T. Greg Sommerkamp, MD 
Instructors: Marco Rizzo, MD; Theresa O. Wyrick, MD; Cynthia Ivy, OTR/L, CHT

Following scaphoid fracture, a spectrum of pathology may occur from acute fracture, to stable 
nonunion, progressing to unstable scaphoid nonunion with avascular necrosis and carpal 
instability. A combination of various treatment approaches will be presented ranging from 
percutaneous fixation to arthroscopic assisted internal fixation, arthroscopic guided bone 
grafting, and open reduction internal fixation with vascularized bone grafts. Using a case-based 
approach, this course will present the options for treatment following scaphoid fracture. 

CMC Osteoarthritis
Chair: Warren C. Hammert, MD 
Instructors: Jeffrey Yao, MD; Mark Rekant, MD; Sharon Andruskiwec, PT, CHT

Using didactic presentations and case-based learning, this course will present the best available 
evidence regarding assessment and management of the patient with CMC osteoarthritis. This 
course will discuss the approaches to assessment and non-operative and operative treatment at 
the various stages of presentation. 

Dupuytren’s Disease 
Chair: Gus McGrouther, MD 
Instructors: John D. Lubahn, MD; Randip R. Bindra, MD; Susan M. Blackmore, MS, OTR/L, CHT

This course will present updates on the comprehensive care of patients with Dupuytren’s disease.  
Using didactic presentations and case-based instructions, this course will present the best 
available evidence for management of patients with Dupuytren’s diseases. 

Maximizing Economics in a Changing Health Care Environment
Chair: Peter Murray, MD 
Instructors: Daniel Nagle, MD; Alejandro Badia, MD; W.P. Andrew Lee, MD; Terri Wolfe, OTR/L, CHT 

In today’s constantly changing health care environment, understanding and maximizing 
economics can be challenging. This course will provide an overview of the current health care 
environment and specific approaches to maximizing reimbursements. 

8:15 am – 8:40 am  President and Program Chairs Welcome (Not for credit)
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Mark E. Baratz, MD 
AAHS President  

8:40 am – 8:55 am  Invited ASHT President (Not for credit)

Thomas B. Hughes, MD 
AAHS Program Co-Chair 

Kristin A. Valdes,  
OTD, OTR, CHT 

AAHS Specialty Day Chair

Christine B. Novak,  
PT, PhD 

AAHS Program Co-Chair 

Embracing Technology in Hand Therapy 
Jane Fedorczyk, PT, PhD, CHT

8:55 am – 9:00 am  Vargas Award Presentation (Not for credit)
Introduction: Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD
Recipient: Gayle Severance, MS, OTR/L, CHT
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9:00 am – 10:00 am  Panel: Hand Injuries in Athletes: From the  
 Weekend Warrior to the Professional Athlete 
 Approved by the International Society for Sport Traumatology of the Hand (ISSPORTH) 

Moderator: Mark E. Baratz, MD 
Panelists: Michael Hayton, MD; William Geissler, MD; Jeffrey Yao, MD; Alejandro Badia, MD;  
Paul Brach, MS, PT, CHT; Michael R. Hausman, MD

This panel will present the most current evidence for management of sports related hand 
injuries for professional or recreational athletes. Using case-based discussion, the panelists will 
review the assessment and management of common hand injuries in athletes. The panel will 
discuss how particular sports and positions affect the treatment thought process.



Practice Management in the 21st Century
Chair: Raymond B. Raven, MD 
Instructors: Brian Divelbiss, MD; Adam B. Shafritz, MD; Jonathon Tueting, MD; Lana Kang, MD

This course will educate the practitioner on the changes in the health care environment and 
how they affect the practice of hand surgery.  The course will touch on accountable care 
organizations, meaningful use, integrated delivery systems, the use of physician extenders, 
and how to assess the overall health of your practice.  

Complex Wrist Fractures: Beyond the Volar Plate
Chair: Amy L. Ladd, MD 
Instructors: Jorge L. Orbay, MD; Ryan Calfee, MD; Amit Gupta, MD; Lynne Feehan, PT, PhD, CHT

This course will address how to recognize and treat complex radial articular fractures.  A 
variety of treatment options will be described, as well as the best methods to select the  
correct operative approach and treatment method.  The course will also evaluate soft tissue 
and ensuing bone complications that every wrist and trauma surgeon will encounter.

Soft Tissue Coverage
Chair: Steven L. Moran, MD 
Instructors: Douglas M. Sammer, MD; Martin I. Boyer, MD; Jaimie T. Shores, MD;  
Gayle Severence, CHT

Participants in this course will learn which flaps can reliably provide coverage for wounds of 
the hand.  This will course will cover complex small and large wounds that can help the hand 
surgeon provide coverage of most hand wounds.

Beyond the Z Plasty: Closing and Opening Gaps in the Pediatric Hand
Chair: Dan Zlotolow, MD 
Instructors: Scott Oishi, MD; Joshua M. Abzug, MD; Michael S. Bednar, MD

This course will cover the full range of soft tissue procedures frequently needed to successfully 
care for pediatric and congenital hand anomalies. The faculty will present a full array of 
options including: Z plasty, Snow littler, Upton transposition flaps, Index rotation flap, Abdel 
Ghani dorsal advancement, Seagull flap, Syndactyly dorsal advancement flap, Syndactyly 
dorsal commisure flap and grafts, and Pollicization incisions.

 

10:00 am – 10:30am  Coffee Break

10:30 am – 11:30 am  Panel: Hand Surgery and Therapy Tips & Pearls  
 to Optimize Patient Outcomes  
Moderator: Brian D. Adams, MD 
Panelists: Mel Rossenwasser, MD; Terry R. Light, MD; Riccardo Luchetti, MD;  
Alexandru V. Georgescu, MD; Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD; Susan Michlovitz, PT, PhD, CHT; 
Rebecca von der Heyde, PhD, OTR/L; Jane Fedorczyk PT, PhD, CHT

Hand surgery and therapy can positively impact functional outcomes. Using current scientific 
evidence, the panelists will present their best tips and pearls to optimize patient outcomes 
after hand injury and surgery. Case based discussions will provide a basis for understanding 
how these techniques can best be employed for your patients.

11:30 am – 12:15 pm  Invited Guest Lecture

Thursday, January 22, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 

6:30 am – 8:00 am  MOC Instructional Course
  (ABPS                   -approved)

Carpal Tunnel
Chair: Kevin C. Chung, MD 
Instructors: Warren C. Hammert, MD; Peter Murray, MD; Jennifer Waljee, MD

This instructional course will provide a refresher course based on the maintenance of 
certification module to present the best available evidence in the treatment of carpal tunnel 
syndrome. We will discuss outcomes based on the state of the art tools to improve practice.  
The faculty will present guidance regarding pre-operative assessment, treatment plan, 
outcomes evaluation, and overcoming complications and adverse events.

This course is designed for seasoned surgeons with experience of performing carpal tunnel 
surgery who are undergoing MOC requirements for ABOS and ABPS.  The course has been 
approved by ABPS and ABOS for credits for fulfilling both Part 2 (continuing medical 
education) and ABPS for Part 4 (improvement in performance in practice of MOC for carpal 
tunnel modules). 
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5:00 pm – 6:00 pm Mentors Reception
This late afternoon event was created for young hand surgeons and therapists (in practice 
five years or less) as well as those still in training to come and meet some of the seasoned 
AAHS Board Members. Enjoy a glass of wine and the opportunity to mingle with leaders 
in the field of hand surgery. Event includes hosted beverages and light appetizers.

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm  Welcome Reception in Exhibit Hall
Time to catch up with friends, network, and make new contacts within hand surgery. 
Hosted beverages and light appetizers will be served.
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When Can I Play Doc? 
Michael Hayton, MD

“When Can I Play Doc?” will give an overview of the common hand and wrist injuries that we 
treat in professional athletes. Dr. Hayton will discuss the ethical issues that arise when being 
pressured to return the athlete to the field. Dr. Hayton will also illustrate his points recounting 
some amusing anecdotal stories and experiences in his time dealing with athletes.

12:30 pm – 5:00 pm  Hands-On Surgeon Development Workshop 
 (Separate Registration Required  - Box Lunch Provided)

Chair: Randip R. Bindra, MD 
Co-Chair: Asif M. Ilyas, MD

The AAHS Wrist and Hand Workshop is a Surgeons Workshop designed to provide participants 
an opportunity to learn techniques for internal fixation and technical pearls in wrist and 
hand fractures as well as fusion options from an expert faculty panel and put them into 
practice in a hands-on sawbone workshop.

12:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Hands-On Therapist Development Workshop:  
 Elastic Taping 
 (Separate Registration Required  - Box Lunch Provided)

Chair: Kristin A. Valdes, OTD, OTR, CHT 
Instructors: Susan Michlovitz, PT, PhD, CHT; Aviva Wolff, OTR/L, MA, CHT;  
Tambra Marik, OTR/L, OTD, CHT

This interactive lab based course will introduce participants to evidence based techniques 
combined with theoretical constructs to support therapeutic taping as an adjunct to 
rehabilitation programs, therapeutic interventions for treated the injured musician, and 
understanding the concepts of brain neuroplasticity. Participants are anticipated to optimize 
their patient outcomes for both, conservative and post-operative conditions.  Practical 
clinical skills will be learned to assist clinical goals using the combination of therapeutic 
taping techniques and sensorimotor and neuroplastic interventions with traditional upper 
extremity rehabilitation interventions.

7:00 am – 8:00 am  Instructional Courses

Unhappy Patients: Poor Outcomes and Dealing with Adverse Events
Chair: David C. Ring, MD 
Instructors: David S. Zelouf, MD; Rachel Rohde, MD; Thomas B. Hughes, MD;  
Aviva Wolff, OTR/L, MA, CHT

To err is human. Adverse events are inevitable and they are taxing and disheartening.  When 
complications occur, we need to support our patient and their family through an unexpected 
challenge.  Issues arise as patients become dissatisfied and physicians become defensive.   In 
an interactive, open, case-based forum format, the faculty will lead a discussion of methods 
for addressing the adverse events and the unsatisfied customer.   
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Ulnar Sided Wrist Pain: A Treatment Algorithm
Chair: Jeffrey Greenberg, MD 
Instructors: Vivian Lees, MD; Dean G. Sotereanos, MD; Fraser Leversedge, MD;  
Jane Fedorczyk, PT, PhD, CHT

Formulating a diagnostic and management plan for the patient with ulnar sided wrist 
pain can be challenging.  This instructional course will help the participant categorize and 
organize the differential diagnosis by presenting an algorithm that allows one to understand 
ulnar sided wrist pain.  Diagnostic maneuvers, imaging techniques, and surgical approaches 
will be presented in the context of our current understanding of the anatomy, biomechanics 
and pathomechanics that affect patients’ presentations. Current treatment options, both 
open and arthroscopic, will be discussed and demonstrated to highlight surgical pearls and 
techniques.

Hand Surgery Research: How, Where, and Why
Chair: Peter J. Evans, MD 
Instructors: Ruby Grewal, MD; Jonathon Isaacs, MD; Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD

Understanding the disease processes and the results of treatments is essential to furthering 
the field of hand surgery.  This requires researchers with dedication, support, and 
opportunities to pursue this science. In this course, the opportunities within hand surgery 
research are discussed.  The role of mentoring of young investigators, the obstacles to 
performing high quality research and strategies to advance research within hand surgery are 
reviewed.  

How to Approach Complex Elbow Trauma
Chair: Scott Steinman, MD 
Instructors: Adam Watts, MD; David Ruch, MD; Paul Brach, MS, PT, CHT

This course will discuss new techniques for addressing the most common fractures of 
the elbow, including distal humerus, radius, and ulna, as well as instability issues with 
elbow trauma.  Attention will be directed at surgical steps to allow for ideal fixation. The 
complications that may occur as well as the current state of postoperative management will 
be discussed.

8:15 am – 8:20 am Presidential & Program Chairs Welcome (Not for credit)
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Mark E. Baratz, MD 
AAHS President  

Thomas B. Hughes, MD 
AAHS Program Co-Chair 

Kristin A. Valdes,  
OTD, OTR, CHT 

AAHS Specialty Day Chair

Christine B. Novak,  
PT, PhD 

AAHS Program Co-Chair 

8:20 am – 8:25 am BSSH President Welcome (Not for credit)
Vivian C. Lees, MD, MB, BChir, FRCS; BSSH President

8:25 am – 8:30 am ASSH President Welcome (Not for credit)
William H. Seitz, Jr., MD; ASSH President

8:30 am – 9:15 am Panel: 911 Complications - When Bad Things  
  Happen to Good People
Moderator: A. Lee Osterman, MD 
Panelists: Michael W. Neumeister, MD; Peter J. Stern, MD; Warren C. Hammert, MD;  
Donald H. Lalonde, MD 

Unexpected complications happen. This panel will present cases that developed 
complications following hand surgery.  The panelists will use these failures, and their 
subsequent solutions, to illustrate advanced hand treatment concepts.  

9:15 am – 9:45 am  Presidential Address
  Musical Introduction: Pak-Cheong Ho, MD & Jason Rovak, MD  
  Introduction: Michael W. Neumeister, MD

The Lean and Green Movement in Hand Surgery 
Mark E. Baratz, MD 

The presidential address will provide an overview of the Green Movement in Hand Surgery. 
The movement is to reduce cost and waste while increasing safety and patient satisfaction 
in surgery.

9:45 am – 10:30 am  Invited Guest Speaker (Not for credit)

The Neuroscience of Musical Creativity 

Charles J. Limb, MD  
Peabody Conservatory of Music; Johns Hopkins University,  
Baltimore, Maryland

Musical creativity has existed since the earliest days of human civilization. Until recently, 
how the brain actually produces musical ideas was poorly understood. Recent advances 
in brain imaging have allowed us to address questions of artistic significance that were 
previously felt to be inaccessible to scientific inquiry. Of the multiple creative processes that 
take place in music, improvisation—the spontaneous generation of musical material—
provides an inspiring tool to study these processes. This presentation will highlight several 
functional neuroimaging studies that have examined the process of musical improvisation in 
expert jazz and hip hop musicians, as a window into the complex neural processes that give 
rise to creativity.

10:30 am – 11:00 am Coffee Break with Exhibitors

11:00 am – 12:15 pm Concurrent Scientific Abstract Sessions 

12:15 pm – 1:30 pm Concurrent Scientific Abstract Sessions 

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Industry Lunch Symposium (Not for credit)

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Hands-On Skills Labs (Not for credit)

3:00 pm – 5:00 pm Love’s Labor Not Lost: Perspectives on Life and Career 
  (Not for credit)
Moderators: Amy L. Ladd, MD; Julie Adams, MD 
Speakers: Patricia McKay, MD; Susan E. Mackinnon, MD; Heidi Shors, MD; Elisabet Hagert, MD

This symposium presented by women hand surgeons explores perspectives related to 
personal and family life in conjunction with managing a successful surgical career. We will 
discuss obstacles for advancement and professional development and competing demands 
on the surgeon’s time and energy. Importantly, we will address strategies relevant to success 
in the personal and professional arenas, including time management and stress reduction. A 
panel of hand surgeons at all stages and types of careers with different family and personal 
situations will describe challenges, pearls, and pitfalls in personal and professional realms.
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Friday, January 23, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast 

6:30 am – 8:00 am  MOC Instructional Course
  (ABPS                   -approved)

Metacarpal Fracture
Chair: William C. Pederson, MD 
Instructors: Warren C. Hammert, MD; Steve Leibovic, MD

This MOC-approved course will focus on an update on comprehensive management of 
metacarpal fractures.  The course will cover conservative management of fractures as well as 
open reduction and fixation techniques.  Best available evidence will be presented based on 
the current literature.  Cases will be presented to allow for discussion of treatment options.  
Lastly, updates on the MOC process for both plastic surgeons and orthopaedic surgeons will be 
presented.

7:00 am – 8:00 am  AAHS/ASPN Instructional Courses 

Tendon Repair - Optimizing Outcomes
Chair: Peter C. Amadio, MD 
Instructors: John S. Taras, MD; Dawn M. Laporte, MD; Douglas M. Sammer, MD;  
Rebecca von der Heyde, PhD, OTR/L, CHT

Course instructors will present their best simple solutions on how to improve results for 
common flexor and extensor injuries. The panel will discuss the merits of the wide awake  
flexor tendon repair,   early protected movement of zones 3-7 extensor tendon injuries with 
relative motion and “True active” vs. “place and hold” early protected movement after flexor 
tendon repair. Results via outcomes data will be presented.  Technical pearls and surgical 
techniques will be described.  

A Multidisciplinary Approach to Complex Trauma
Chair: Nicholas B. Vedder, MD 
Instructors: Sheel Sharma, MD; Julie E. Adams, MD; Carol Recor, OT, CHT

The treatment of complex trauma in the upper-extremity requires the use of multiple 
techniques to lead to successful outcomes.  This course will discuss the integral roles played 
by the combination of bony reconstruction, soft-tissue coverage, nerve and tendon repair/
reconstruction and rehabilitation of these complex injuries.  

Poor Outcome After Fracture Surgery... Now What?
Chair: Ryan Calfee, MD 
Instructors: Robert Kaufmann, MD; Theresa O. Wyrick, MD; Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD

Treatment of hand and wrist fractures leads to significant improvement in patient function.  
At times, however, the initial outcomes do not meet these expectations.  This course will 
discuss common complications seen with fracture care: non-union, stiffness, hardware issues, 
instability.  The lectures will focus on identifying risk factors that lead to these complications  
as well as provide treatment algorithms to resolve these problems.  

Exploring Options in the Management of Scapholunate Instability
Chair: Richard A. Berger, MD 
Instructors: Pak-Cheong Ho, MD; Robert Strauch, MD; Julie Katarincic, MD;  
Aviva Wolff, OTR/L, MA, CHT

Scapholunate instability is the most common form of carpal instability yet its diagnosis can 
be difficult, and its successful treatment can be even more complicated.  This course will apply 
the best evidence to help the surgeon make the diagnosis of SL injury through physical exam, 
MRI and arthroscopy.   A review of our current understanding of the anatomy, biomechanics 
and pathomechanics will be provided followed by the presentation of a treatment algorithm 
incorporating both open and arthroscopic techniques.  

Wrist Arthroplasty: What Works and What Doesn’t
Chair: Brian D. Adams, MD 
Instructors: Jerry Huang, MD; Kevin Renfree, MD; Peter Weiss, MD; Sharon Andruskiwec, PT, CHT

Degeneration of the wrists leads to a significant amount of pain and dysfunction.  The use of 
arthroplasty can restore function and alleviate pain for these patients.  However, the track 
record for some of these arthroplasties has limited their use in the past.   This course will review 
the arthroplasties available for the wrist and discuss when they can best be used.  Outcomes 
and best levels of evidence available will be presented to guide decision making when 
choosing arthroplasty as a treatment option.  
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 Targeted Reinnervation for UE Prostheses: Motor Control  
& Sensory Feedback
Chair: Paul S. Cederna, MD 
Instructors: Oskar Aszmann, MD; Todd Kuiken, MD; Gayle Severence, MS, OTR/L, CHT

The focus of this instructional course will be to discuss the basic techniques of targeted muscle 
reinnervation for the control of upper extremity prosthetic devices. We will examine the 
indications for targeted muscle reinnervation, the operative techniques to optimize functional 
outcome, and the various approaches for various amputation levels. We will also examine 
the role of targeted reinnervation to provide sensory feedback from prosthetic devices. The 
types of sensory feedback that can be provided with targeted reinnervation, and the benefits 
of this approach over sensory substitution approaches will be examined. Experts in the field 
of reconstructive surgery, physical medicine and rehabilitation, and recovery of function 
following limb loss will participate as panelists. This is sure to be a highly valuable instructional 
course which will not only discuss the current state-of-the-art but will also look into the future 
of targeted reinnervation to provide high fidelity motor control and sensory feedback.

Denervation of Hand Joints for Pain 
Chair: A. Lee Dellon, MD 
Instructors: Gedge D. Rosson, MD; Amy M. Moore, MD

Chronic pain in joints of the upper and lower extremities represents a major, and often 
undertreated, cause of morbidity. Several investigators have developed methods of effectively 
denervating otherwise functional joints, improving and in many cases eliminating pain.

Ultrasound and MRI in Nerve Injury 
Chair: Allan J. Belzberg, MD 
Instructors: Justin M. Brown, MD; Aaron G. Filler, MD 

New imaging modalities offer the surgeon the means to more effectively diagnose nerve 
injuries than has been available in the past. These noninvasive methods are rapidly moving 
from investigational to clinical use.
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8:10 am – 8:20 am Hand Surgery Endowment (HSE) Report (Not for Credit) 
   Jeffrey Greenberg, MD; Ronald E. Palmer, MD

8:20 am – 8:30 am  HAND Journal Update (Not for Credit) 
   Michael W. Neumeister, MD

8:30 am – 9:15 am Annual Business Meeting (Not for Credit)

9:15 am – 10:00 am Danyo Lecture 

Volunteerism - A Way To Shape the Global Community
Scott Kozin, MD

The AAHS was built on volunteerism with an emphasis on education, research, and outreach. 
Members of the AAHS have unique abilities and skills that can help shape the global 
community. Caring for patients and sharing our knowledge is within our core personality. 
Many members give with their time treating those less fortunate and sharing knowledge 
with physicians lacking accessibility to hand surgery information. These missions are a 
win-win journey. Tangible and intangible benefits are gleaned by ALL that participate. 
The experiences have lifelong meanings to those participants, patients, and caregivers. 
Volunteerism does shape the global community and provide a glimpse into the trials, 
tribulations, and cultures around the world. This Danyo lecture will emphasize the role and 
responsibility of the AAHS in the global hand care community. Highlights and vignettes will 
provide the backdrop. AAHS members are the cast of characters that have had a profound 
affirmative impact on global hand surgery.

10:00 am – 10:30 am Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:30 am – 11:30 am Concurrent AAHS/ASPN Scientific Abstract Sessions 
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2:55 pm – 3:10 pm TFCC and Ulnar Impaction 
   Matt Meunier, MD

3:10 pm – 3:25 pm  Motion Sparing Procedures for the Arthritic Wrist
   Warren C. Hammert, MD

3:25 pm – 3:40 pm  Finger Fractures & Dislocations
   David Dennison, MD

3:40 pm – 3:50 pm Questions

3:50 pm – 4:05 pm Break

4:05 pm – 4:25 pm Compression Neuropathies
   Ranjan Gupta, MD

4:25 pm – 4:45 pm Tendon Transfers for Nerve Palsies
   Amy M. Moore, MD

4:45 pm – 5:15 pm Basal Joint Arthritis – A Case Based Discussion 

  CMC Arthroscopy  
   Jeffrey Yao, MD

  Trapeziectomy & Suspension Arthroplasty
    Terry R. Light, MD

  CMC Fusion & Arthroplasty 
   Marco Rizzo, MD

5:15 pm – 5:35 pm Flap Coverage for Hand Injuries
   Alexander M. Spiess, MD

5:35 pm – 5:50 pm Dupuytren’s Contracture
   Thomas Kaplan, MD

5:50 pm – 6:00 pm Question & Answer/ Closing Remarks

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm Annual Meeting Dinner Dance
Join your fellow AAHS members, including the President and Board Members, in a fun-
filled evening full of island flare. Experience the richness of the Bahamas with a feast 
like never before and dance the night away with island music for all to enjoy.

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm Lunch with Exhibitors

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Nerve Transfers: Distal Ulnar, Radial & Median Nerve
Chairs: Susan E. Mackinnon, MD; Christine Novak, PT, PhD

This course will review the current management of ulnar, radial and median nerve injuries 
using nerve transfers. Using didactic presentations, surgical videos and interactive case 
discussions, patient selection, timing, surgical approaches and postoperative management 
will be discussed. This course will be of interest to general hand surgeons, peripheral nerve 
surgeons, hand therapists and other allied health professionals.  

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm  Nerve Transfers – Ulnar, Radial & Median Nerve  
  Options 
   Susan E. Mackinnon, MD

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm  Introducing Nerve Transfers to My Practice 
  - Pearls and Pitfalls 
   Panelists: Amy M. Moore, MD; Ida Fox, MD; Steve K. Lee, MD,  
   Steven L. Moran, MD   

3:15 pm – 4:15 pm   Nerve vs. Tendon Transfer – What to Use When  
   Moderator: Robert Spinner, MD 
   Panelists: Susan E. Mackinnon, MD;  Scott Kozin, MD;  
   Scott W. Wolfe, MD; Christine B. Novak, PT, PhD

4:15 pm – 4:30 pm   Discussion & Questions  

1:30 pm – 5:30 pm  Comprehensive Hand Review Course
Chair: Sanjeev Kakar, MD 
Co-Chair: Alexander M. Spiess, MD

Experienced faculty will deliver a review of commonly encountered hand and upper 
extremity conditions using a combination of case based presentations and lectures.  They 
will cover principles of diagnosis and treatment, while providing an overview of conditions 
encountered on board examinations and resident in-training examinations.  The course is 
ideal for residents, fellows and hand therapists who wish to increase depth of knowledge in 
hand surgery as well as surgeons in practice seeking a knowledge update or preparing for a 
MOC exam.

1:30 pm – 1:35 pm Introduction
   Sanjeev Kakar, MD; Alex M. Spiess, MD

1:35 pm – 2:05 pm Distal Radius Fractures: A Case Based Discussion 
   Ryan Calfee, MD; Sanj Kakar, MD; Marc Richard, MD 

2:05 pm – 2:35 pm Scaphoid Fractures/ Nonunions
   Karim Bakri, MD; Peter J. Evans, MD; Michael R. Hausman, MD 

2:35 pm – 2:55 pm Acute & Chronic SL Instability
   Robert Strauch, MD; David S. Zelouf, MD
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Pathway to Innovation in Academic Surgery:  
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly

Susan E. Mackinnon, MD

11:30 am – 12:30 pm AAHS/ASPN Joint Invited Speaker

Nerve transfers have revolutionized the management of major nerve injuries. Dr. Mackinnon 
will discuss her pathway from nerve repair and graft to nerve transfers and use this as an 
example of how surgical innovation occurs.  The nerve transfer technique appears simple, 
strait forward and “makes sense”. However, like most progress in medicine and science 
the pathway to nerve transfers was anything but smooth and direct.  Dr. Mackinnon will 
emphasis the importance of embracing the slow path with multiple false starts and blind 
alleys punctuated frequently by failure as the only and sure path to important medical 
innovation.  She will remind the younger surgeons just starting their career to expect that 
the pathway to their surgical passion will be fraught with mistakes, failure but ultimate 
success and great impact in their own area of surgical passion.



Social Media and Your Practice: Why You Must Participate and   
How to Stay Out of Trouble

Chair: Adam B. Shafrtiz, MD 
Instructors: Raymond B. Raven, MD; Jonathon Teuting, MD; Nash H. Naam, MD;  
Susan Michlovitz, PT, PhD, CHT

This course will cover the continuously developing world of social media and its effect on your 
practice.  Common sites such as YouTube, Facebook, and Twitter will be discussed.  Issues of 
privacy that develop as a result of social media involvement will also be addressed.  Finally, 
avoiding common pitfalls will be addressed to make you social media experience a positive one.  

Saturday, January 24, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast

6:30 am – 7:30 am  AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Instructional Courses 

Medical Missions: Pearls & Pitfalls
Chair: Scott Kozin, MD 
Instructors: Miguel A. Pirela-Cruz, MD; Carolyn M. Levis, MD; George Dyer, MD; 
Lynn Bassini, MA, OTR/L, CHT

Involvement in a medical mission can be a rewarding and educational experience.  During 
this course, speakers will describe their experiences performing medical missions.  They will 
use their experiences to demonstrate how to make a mission successful and rewarding for 
the patients, staff, and physician’s involved.  They will discuss common problems that may  
interfere with a successful project and how to avoid these problems.

Upper Limb Nerve Compressions
Chair: Jesse B. Jupiter, MD 
Instructors: Robert Spinner, MD; John D. Lubahn, MD; Michael Hausman, MD;  
Terri Wolfe, OTR/L, CHT

Increasing clinical evidence is highlighting the importance of diagnosing and treating  
proximal forearm compressions. Are we as hand surgeons able to successfully diagnose  
and treat these conditions? In this course, the panel will discuss anatomy and clinical  
presentations of forearm nerve compressions including those in the radial tunnel, cubital 
tunnel, and nerve dysfunction after humerus fracture.  

Your Nerve Transfer Didn’t Work, What Next?  
Chair: Thomas H. Tung, MD 
Instructors: Alexander Y. Shin, MD; Abdel Hakim Massoud, MD

Nerve transfers have revolutionized the care of many kinds of nerve injury, but they are not 
always successful in restoring the degree of function we seek for our patients. In this course  
the instructors will discuss their experience with conditions in which nerve reconstructions 
have failed, necessitating other interventions. 

A Non-Biased Update On Nerve Allografts  
Chair: Jonathan Isaacs, MD 
Instructors: John A. Grossman, MD; Peter Evans, MD

Acellularized nerve allografts have become widely adopted for bridging nerve gaps. A 
considerable amount of preclinical and clinical data involving their use has accumulated 
recently. Instructors will provide a non-biased view of their thoughts surrounding the 
indications for or against the use of this biomaterial.

Getting the Most Out of the Reconstructed Mutilated Hand:  
Microsurgery and Prosthetics

Chair: Steven L. Moran, MD 
Instructors: Pat Prigge, MD; James P. Higgins, MD; Gregory A. Dumanian, MD

Mutilating hand injuries can be devastating.  Furthermore reconstructive options can be 
limited due to injuries to the contralateral hand and lower extremities.  This course will review 
the use and indications for functional muscle transfer, toe transfers and targeted muscle 
re-innervation.  In addition the use of microsurgery in conjunction with prosthetics will be 
emphasized to maximize surgical outcomes.

Facial Re-Animation: State Of The Art 
Chair: Samir Mardini, MD 
Instructors: Ronald Zuker, MD; Michael Klebuc, MD

Facial paralysis is a complex and intriguing field in reconstructive surgery.  Miraculous 
improvements can be made to a paralyzed face through the use of microsurgical procedures; 
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however successful outcomes are predicated on a thorough understanding of nerve 
physiology, anatomy and the techniques involved in functional muscle transfers. Our expert 
panelists will share their insight and experiences and provide technical tips and tricks on 
how to provide optimal care to these grateful patients. 

Decision Making in Lymphatic Surgery
Chairs: Mark Smith, MD; Babak Mehrara, MD 
Instructors: David Chang, MD;  Ming-Huei Cheng, MD;  Isao Koshima, MD;  Joseph Dayan; 
Jaume Masia, MD

The panel will provide an overview of surgical approaches to lymphedema. Special emphasis 
will be given to indications, preoperative assessment, techniques and pitfalls to consider 
when performing lymphatic surgery. Major decision points will be discussed, including: 
When to use lymphaticovenous bypass vs vascularized lymph node transfer, key imaging 
modalities, the differences in managing primary vs secondary lymphedema, donor and 
recipient site selection, avoiding donor site morbidity, and combining lymphatic surgery 
with breast reconstruction.

7:45 am – 8:00 am AAHS/ASPN/ASRM President’s Welcome (Not for Credit)
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Piercing the Veil: The Frontiers of Neuroscience
Ramez Naam, author of Nexus

New developments in neuroscience are allowing us to push past the ultimate frontier – the 
physical barrier that impedes our understanding and ability to heal and improve upon the 
human mind. We are now sending sight, sound, and touch in and out of the human mind; 
are repairing and improving memory, pattern matching, and decision making in animals; 
are linking the thoughts of multiple animals together; are peering into the behavior of every 
neuron in whole brains in real-time; and are simulating vaster webs of neurons than ever 
before. We’re at the beginning of a new era of neuroscience and neuro-society. 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Joint Outstanding Paper Session

12:00 pm Adjourn

Mark E. Baratz, MD 
AAHS President  

Nash H. Naam, MD 
ASPN President 

Allen T. Bishop, MD 
ASRM President

12:30 pm AAHS/ASRM Golf Tournament
 $305 Golf, $70 club rental / Ocean Club Golf Course

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm ASPN/ASRM Welcome Reception
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8:00 am – 9:30 am AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Combined Panel: The Affordable   
 Care Act and its Impact on the Surgeon
Moderator: David Song, MD 
Panelists: Andrew W. Gurman, MD; Michael Wood, MD

With the implementation of the ACA, confusion and misunderstanding persists for patients 
but also for surgeons. How will surgeons deal with the impact of the ACA? How will the ACA 
affect physician salaries? What are the metrics for productivity and value in this new era? 
What are some of the strategies that surgeons are employing in this new era? The panel will 
address issues of cost containment and the new set of rules the ACS is enforcing.

9:30 am – 10:00 am Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:00 am – 11:00 am Joint Keynote Lecture (Not for Credit)
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Friday, January 23, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast

6:30 am – 8:00 am  MOC Instructional Course
  (ABPS                   -approved)

Metacarpal Fracture
Chair: William C. Pederson, MD 
Instructors: Warren C. Hammert, MD; Steve Leibovic, MD

This MOC-approved course will focus on an update on comprehensive management of 
metacarpal fractures.  The course will cover conservative management of fractures as well as 
open reduction and fixation techniques.  Best available evidence will be presented based on 
the current literature.  Cases will be presented to allow for discussion of treatment options.  
Lastly, updates on the MOC process for both plastic surgeons and orthopaedic surgeons will 
be presented.

7:00 am – 8:00 am  AAHS/ASPN Instructional Courses 

Tendon Repair - Optimizing Outcomes
Chair: Peter C. Amadio, MD 
Instructors: John S. Taras, MD; Dawn M. Laporte, MD; Douglas M. Sammer, MD;  
Rebecca von der Heyde, PhD, OTR/L, CHT

Course instructors will present their best simple solutions on how to improve results for 
common flexor and extensor injuries. The panel will discuss the merits of the wide awake  
flexor tendon repair, early protected movement of zones 3-7 extensor tendon injuries with 
relative motion and “True active” vs. “place and hold” early protected movement after flexor 
tendon repair. Results via outcomes data will be presented.  Technical pearls and surgical 
techniques will be described.  

A Multidisciplinary Approach to Complex Trauma
Chair: Nicholas B. Vedder, MD 
Instructors: Sheel Sharma, MD; Julie E. Adams, MD; Carol Recor, OT, CHT

The treatment of complex trauma in the upper-extremity requires the use of multiple 
techniques to lead to successful outcomes.  This course will discuss the integral roles played 
by the combination of bony reconstruction, soft-tissue coverage, nerve and tendon repair/
reconstruction and rehabilitation of these complex injuries.  

Poor Outcome After Fracture Surgery... Now What?
Chair: Ryan Calfee, MD 
Instructors: Robert Kaufmann, MD; Theresa O. Wyrick, MD; Joy MacDermid, BScPT, PhD

Treatment of hand and wrist fractures leads to significant improvement in patient function.  
At times, however, the initial outcomes do not meet these expectations.  This course will 
discuss common complications seen with fracture care: non-union, stiffness, hardware 
issues, instability.  The lectures will focus on identifying risk factors that lead to these 
complications as well as provide treatment algorithms to resolve these problems.  

Exploring Options in the Management of Scapholunate Instability
Chair: Richard A. Berger, MD 
Instructors: Pak-Cheong Ho, MD; Robert Strauch, MD; Julie Katarincic, MD;  
Aviva Wolff, OTR/L, MA, CHT

Scapholunate instability is the most common form of carpal instability yet its diagnosis 
can be difficult, and its successful treatment can be even more complicated.  This course 
will apply the best evidence to help the surgeon make the diagnosis of SL injury through 
physical exam, MRI and arthroscopy.   A review of our current understanding of the anatomy, 
biomechanics and pathomechanics will be provided followed by the presentation of a 
treatment algorithm incorporating both open and arthroscopic techniques.  
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 Targeted Reinnervation for UE Prostheses: Motor Control  
& Sensory Feedback
Chair: Paul S. Cederna, MD 
Instructors: Oskar Aszmann, MD; Todd Kuiken, MD; Gayle Severence, MS, OTR/L, CHT

The focus of this instructional course will be to discuss the basic techniques of targeted muscle 
reinnervation for the control of upper extremity prosthetic devices. We will examine the 
indications for targeted muscle reinnervation, the operative techniques to optimize functional 
outcome, and the various approaches for various amputation levels. We will also examine 
the role of targeted reinnervation to provide sensory feedback from prosthetic devices. The 
types of sensory feedback that can be provided with targeted reinnervation, and the benefits 
of this approach over sensory substitution approaches will be examined. Experts in the field 
of reconstructive surgery, physical medicine and rehabilitation, and recovery of function 
following limb loss will participate as panelists. This is sure to be a highly valuable instructional 
course which will not only discuss the current state-of-the-art but will also look into the future 
of targeted reinnervation to provide high fidelity motor control and sensory feedback.

Denervation of Hand Joints for Pain 
Chair: A. Lee Dellon, MD 
Instructors: Gedge D. Rosson, MD; Amy M. Moore, MD

Chronic pain in joints of the upper and lower extremities represents a major, and often 
undertreated, cause of morbidity. Several investigators have developed methods of effectively 
denervating otherwise functional joints, improving and in many cases eliminating pain.

Ultrasound and MRI  in Nerve Injury 
Chair: Allan J. Belzberg, MD 
Instructors: Justin M. Brown, MD; Aaron G. Filler, MD 

New imaging modalities offer the surgeon the means to more effectively diagnose nerve 
injuries than has been available in the past. These noninvasive methods are rapidly moving 
from investigational to clinical use.
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8:00 am – 8:15 am ASPN President and Program Chair Welcome  (Not for Credit)

Pathway to Innovation in Academic Surgery:  
The Good, The Bad and The Ugly

Susan E. Mackinnon, MD

8:15 am – 9:15 am Scientific Paper Session I

9:15 am – 10:00 am Scientific Paper Session II  

10:00 am – 10:30 am Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:30 am – 11:30 am Concurrent AAHS/ASPN Scientific Abstract Sessions 

11:30 am – 12:30 pm AAHS/ASPN Joint Invited Speaker

Nerve transfers have revolutionized the management of major nerve injuries. Dr. Mackinnon 
will discuss her pathway from nerve repair and graft to nerve transfers and use this as an 
example of how surgical innovation occurs.  The nerve transfer technique appears simple, 
strait forward and “makes sense”. However, like most progress in medicine and science 
the pathway to nerve transfers was anything but smooth and direct.  Dr. Mackinnon will 
emphasis the importance of embracing the slow path with multiple false starts and blind 
alleys punctuated frequently by failure as the only and sure path to important medical 
innovation.  She will remind the younger surgeons just starting their career to expect that 
the pathway to their surgical passion will be fraught with mistakes, failure but ultimate 
success and great impact in their own area of surgical passion.

12:30 pm – 1:30 pm ASPN Poster Session/Lunch (Not for Credit)

Nash H. Naam, MD 
ASPN President  

Gregory H. Borschel, MD 
ASPN Program Chair 

12 AAHS  ASPN  ASRM    2 0 1 5 

Wrist Arthroplasty: What Works and What Doesn’t
Chair: Brian D. Adams, MD 
Instructors: Jerry Huang, MD; Kevin Renfree, MD; Peter Weiss, MD; Sharon Andruskiwec, PT, CHT

Degeneration of the wrists leads to a significant amount of pain and dysfunction.  The use of 
arthroplasty can restore function and alleviate pain for these patients.  However, the track 
record for some of these arthroplasties has limited their use in the past.   This course will 
review the arthroplasties available for the wrist and discuss when they can best be used.  
Outcomes and best levels of evidence available will be presented to guide decision making 
when choosing arthroplasty as a treatment option.  
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Saturday, January 24, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast

6:30 am – 12:00 pm  AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Combined Day Programming

12:15 pm – 1:45 pm Scientific Paper Session III (Working Lunch)

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm ASPN/ASRM Welcome Reception 
  Supported by ASSI

Cost: 1 ticket included in ASPN and ASRM registration.
Additional adult tickets available @ $50 each and includes 2 drink tickets; tickets for 
children and young adults ages 5 - 17 available @ $25 each.
Welcome to the Bahamas! Gather at the Pyramid on Ripples pool deck to enjoy the 
sounds and fare of the island while you network and catch up with fellow attendees. 

Sunday, January 25, 2015
6:30 am – 7:30 am  Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

7:00 am – 8:00 am  ASPN Instructional Courses

Pediatric Peripheral Nerve Injury (Non-OBPP) 
Chair: Jaret Olson, MD 
Instructors: Howard M. Clarke, MD; Emily Ho, MD; Alex Muset, MD

Pediatric nerve injuries require a distinct approach compared with their adult counterparts.  
In this course, the instructors will discuss their approach to such injuries, highlighting the 
differences between adult and pediatric situations.

Unusual Applications of Nerve Transfers 
Chair: Fausto Viterbo, MD 
Instructors: Ashraf Moharram, MD; Amy M. Moore, MD; Ida K. Fox, MD

Nerve transfers have been used in the upper and lower extremities and beyond. The 
instructors will demonstrate some of the more unusual, yet important applications of nerve 
transfers throughout the body.

How Nerve Injury Changes The CNS 
Chair: Martijn Malessy, MD 
Instructors: Dimitri Anastakis, MD

Investigators have recently discovered that peripheral nerve injury causes significant changes 
in the central nervous system. The instructors will highlight some of these changes and 
explain their importance.

Neuropathic Pain Syndromes
Chair: Ivica Ducic, MD 
Instructors: Wyndell H. Merritt, MD; Oskar Aszmann, MD; Patrick Stewart, MD

Chronic neuropathic pain remains one of the greatest unsolved challenges in the 
treatment of nerve injuries. The instructors will discuss the state of the art in diagnosis and 
management of such patients.

Nerve Tumors: What’s New? 
Chair: Robert Spinner, MD 
Instructors: Marie Noelle Herbert-Blouin, MD

Nerve tumors are relatively common in the clinical practice of many nerve surgeons. This 
instructional course will cover aspects of the diagnostic workup and management of these 
tumors.

Electric Stimulation: State of the Art 
Chair: Ming Chan, MD 
Instructors: Tessa Gordon, PhD; Mike Willand, PhD

Electrical stimulation has recently emerged as a clinically viable technique to enhance 
outcomes following treatment of nerve injury. The instructors will discuss the biological 
rationale for stimulation, and will highlight the clinical studies in which it has been used.
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8:15 am – 9:15 am ASPN/ASRM Combined Panel:  
 Outcomes of Muscle and Nerve Transfers After  
 Failed Brachial Plexus Surgery  
Moderator: Alexander Y. Shin, MD  
Panelists: Julia K. Terzis, MD, PhD; David Chwei-Chin Chuang, MD; Riccardo Giunta, MD

To determine the outcomes for the patient who have previous failed brachial plexus 
reconstruction who undergo subsequent muscle and nerve procedures.   We will specifically 
discuss the role of subsequent nerve transfer in patients who have had failed brachial plexus 
reconstruction as well as the role of tendon transfers and free functioning muscle transfers. 

9:15 am – 9:45 am ASPN/ASRM Combined Scientific Paper Session 

9:45 am – 10:15 am Coffee Break with Exhibitors

10:15 am – 11:15 am Scientific Paper Session IV

11:15 am – 11:45 am Invited Guest Speaker

End-to-Side Neurorraphy
Fausto Viterbo, MD

The modern day rediscovery of end-to-side neurorraphy was initially met with considerable 
controversy. Now it is used throughout peripheral nerve surgery for various applications. 
Professor Viterbo will describe his initial experiences both clinically and in the laboratory 
with this technique. He will discuss present uses of end-to-side neurorraphy in facial 
paralysis, olfactory improvement, and impotence.

11:45 am – 12:15 pm ASPN Presidential Address

The Magic Power of TOUCH
Nash H. Naam, MD; ASPN President

As the old adage says, we have the world at our fingertips.  Touch is the first sense we feel 
after we are born and the last sense we use before we die.  We even feel touch sensation in 
the womb. For a long time touch has been known to have an important role in the wellbeing 
of not only human beings but animals as well. For many decades, peripheral nerve surgeons 
and researchers concentrated their efforts on restoring motion to those who lost their ability 
to move their extremities.   Touch restoration took the back seat.   Now, as we recognize the 
importance of touch in dealing with the outside environment, a renewed effort is underway 
to better understand the physiology of touch and find novel ways to restore touch ability to 
those deprived of that sense.  It is quite challenging to try to restore the sense of touch to a 
prosthetic limb and to add a graduated sense of the necessary pressure needed for handling 
different objects. I will also discuss the magical power that touch has in connecting with our 
world and our loved ones.

12:15 pm – 1:00 pm 25th Anniversary Founding Member and  
 Past President Invited Panel  (Working Lunch)
Moderator: Howard M. Clarke, MD 
Panelists: Rajiv Midha, MD; Gregory R.D. Evans, MD; Paul S. Cederna, MD;  
Maria Z. Siemionow, MD, PhD; Robert Spinner, MD; A. Lee Dellon, MD; Allan J. Belzberg, MD; 
David T.W. Chiu, MD; William M. Kuzon, Jr., MD, PhD; Steven McCabe, MD

Past presidents and founding member panelists will engage in a question and answer 
format discussion of common, controversial and difficult topics within nerve surgery.

1:00 pm – 1:45 pm International Panel
Moderator: Nash H. Naam, MD  
Panelists: David Chwei-Chin Chuang, Professor; Tarek El Gammal, MD; Fausto Viterbo, MD

International panelists from around the world will discuss new and different ways of 
thinking about problems surgeons have while performing  different types of nerve surgery.

1:45 pm – 2:00 pm Closing Remarks & Awards

2:00 pm – 2:45 pm ASPN Business Meeting (Not for Credit)
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Saturday, January 24, 2015
6:30 am – 8:00 am  Continental Breakfast

6:30 am – 12:00 pm  AAHS/ASPN/ASRM Combined Day Programming

12:00 pm – 5:30 pm ASRM Master Series (Not for Credit) 
 “Achieving Excellence in Reconstructive Microsurgery”
Reconstructive microsurgery has revolutionized the treatment of complex defects all over the 
body.  Excellent functional and aesthetic outcomes are the goal of every reconstruction and 
achieving this end result is now possible with the advent of new techniques as well as the 
perfection of established ones.  This symposium will demonstrate the latest in techniques 
and will provide the attendees with insight as well as tips and tricks on how to achieve 
excellence in reconstructive microsurgery. 

12:00 pm – 12:30 pm  Lunch

12:20 pm – 12:30 pm  Introductions/Welcome
 Master Series Symposium Chairman 
 Samir Mardini, MD

12:30 pm – 12:55 pm  Achieving Excellence in Reconstructive Surgery
 Fu-Chan Wei, MD

12:55 pm – 1:20 pm  Persistence in Microsurgery
 Lawrence Gottlieb, MD

1:20 pm – 1:45 pm Head and Neck Reconstruction
 Peter Neligan, MD

1:45 pm – 2:10 pm Facial Reconstruction and Face Transplant
 Eduardo Rodriguez, MD, DDS

2:10 pm – 2:35 pm Breast Reconstruction
 Michel Saint-Cyr, MD

2:35 pm – 2:45 pm  Break

2:45 pm – 3:10 pm Upper Extremity Reconstruction and Hand  
  Transplantation
 L. Scott Levin, MD, FACS

3:10 pm – 3:35 pm Lymphatic Surgery
 Jaume Masia, MD

 3:35 pm – 4:00 pm Emerging Technologies in Reconstructive Surgery
 Matthew Hanasono, MD

4:00 pm – 4:10 pm  Break

4:10 pm – 4:35 pm Lower Limb Salvage
 Christopher Attinger, MD

4:35 pm – 5:00pm Surgical Collaboration in the Pediatric Setting - 
 Opportunities Abound!
 Ronald Zuker, MD

 5:00 pm – 5:25 pm New Frontiers in Microsurgery
  Isao Koshima, MD

 5:25 pm – 5:30 pm  Closing Remarks

 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm  ASRM Young Microsurgeons / 
  New Member Reception 

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm ASPN/ASRM Welcome Reception 
  Supported by ASSI

Cost: 1 ticket included in ASPN and ASRM registration.

Additional adult tickets available @ $50 each and includes 2 drink tickets; tickets for 
children and young adults ages 5 - 17 available @ $25 each.
Welcome to the Bahamas! Gather at the Pyramid on Ripples pool deck to enjoy the 
sounds and fare of the island while you network and catch up with fellow attendees.

Sunday, January 25, 2015
6:30 am – 7:30 am  Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors

7:00am – 7:15am President and Program Chairs Welcome (Not for Credit)        

Allen T. Bishop, MD 
ASRM President  

Steven L. Moran, MD 
Program Chairman

Goetz Giessler, MD 
Program Chairman

7:15 am – 8:15 am ASRM Scientific Paper Session

8:15 am – 9:15 am ASPN/ASRM Combined Panel:  
 Outcomes of Muscle and Nerve Transfers After  
 Failed Brachial Plexus Surgery  
Moderator: Alexander Y. Shin, MD  
Panelists:  Julia K. Terzis, MD, PhD; David Chwei-Chin Chuang, MD; Riccardo Giunta, MD

With the implementation of the ACA, confusion and misunderstanding persists for patients 
but also for surgeons. How will surgeons deal with the impact of the ACA? How will the ACA 
affect physician salaries? What are the metrics for productivity and value in this new era? 
What are some of the strategies that surgeons are employing in this new era? The panel will 
address issues of cost containment and the new set of rules the ACS is enforcing.

9:15 am – 9:45 am ASPN/ASRM Combined Scientific Paper Session

9:45 am – 10:15 am Break with Exhibitors

10:15 am – 11:15 am President’s Invited Lecture (Not for Credit)

Michael Wood, MD 
Former CEO of Mayo Health Care System

11:15 am – 12:30 pm ASRM Scientific Paper Session

11:15 am – 12:30 pm ASRM Break Out Panels

401 The Thin Breast Cancer Patient: Getting the Best Results with  
Limited Tissue 

Chair: John Hijjawi, MD 
Panelists: Thomas Schoeller, MD; Pierre Chevray, MD; Michel Saint Cyr, MD; Gregory Evans, MD

This course will explore the challenges of autologous breast reconstruction in the thin patient. 
A variety of approaches will be discussed including the planning, rationale and timing of 
multiple flaps for unilateral breast reconstruction, fat grafting to augment small flaps, and 
combining implants with free tissue transfer.



Recipient Vessels: Thinking Big or Going Small?
Chair:  Goetz Giessler, MD 
Panelists:  Guenter Germann, MD; JP Hong, MD

Adequate inflow is the key to success for any free tissue transfer; however trauma, tumor 
and atherosclerotic disease may complicate a straight forward anastomosis.  This course 
will review several options for inflow from AV loops and flow through flaps to perforator to 
perforator surgery.  Panelists will discuss their algorithms for success in a case based format.

Humanitarian Plastic Surgery: The Battle for Patients and  
Between Plastic Surgeons

Chair: Andre Borsche, MD   
Panelists: Brigitte Pittet, MD; Andreas Schmidt, MD; Kenneth Salyer, MD

There are many humanitarian plastic surgery teams performing a vast number of operations 
on patients without access to proper medical care. The strategies and concepts vary 
considerably between the various organizations. There is an increasing tendency to bill 
the teams for a per capita fee for each patient and treatment, perverting the idea of free 
help for the needy. In addition to that, communication between groups is hampered by 
monetary factors of local groups and the strive for large patient numbers. This increasingly 
impairs multi-stage patient care. The panelists described the various standpoints and discuss 
possible solutions.

Pedicle Perforator Flaps: Indications, Technique and Keeping it Simple
Chair: Michel Saint-Cyr, MD 
Panelists:  Martin Boyer, MD; Jeffrey Hallock, MD 

Pedicled perforator flaps have provided a reliable means for the reconstruction of large 
defects in the extremities, trunk and head and neck.  Using the principles of the perforasome 
theory the panel will provide their tips for successful reconstruction of large and small defects 
using pedicled perforator flaps for cases of tumor, trauma and acquired soft tissue defects.

Robotic Surgery:  Who Should Take It On and How Do We Get Started? 
Chair: Jesse Selber, MD 
Panelists: Philippe Liverneaux, MD; Sijo Pareketil, MD

This course will review the multiple options for scalp reconstruction, including use of newer 
biologic scaffolds, tissue expansion and the use of free tissue transfer.

Scalp Reconstruction
Chair: Lawrence Gottlieb, MD 
Panelists: Stefan Hofer, MD; Matthew Hanasono, MD; Salvatore Lettieri, MD

This course will review the multiple options for scalp reconstruction, including use of newer 
biologic scaffolds, tissue expansion and the use of free tissue transfer.

12:30pm – 1:30pm  Lunch with Exhibitors 

12:45 pm – 1:30 pm  Young Microsurgeons Group Forum: Career  
 Development for the Microsurgeon (Not for Credit)
Moderator: Jesse Selber, MD 
Panelists: Hani Sbittany, MD;  Jon VerHalen, MD;  Scott Hollenbeck, MD; Chayan Izadoost, MD

The Young Microsurgeon’s Group invites you to participate in an open forum specially 
designed to foster discussion and will feature young speakers who have had teachable 
moments in different aspects early in microsurgery practice. Admission to the forum is 
included in the registration fee.

1:30 pm – 3:15 pm  ASRM Scientific Paper Session

1:30 pm – 2:45 pm  ASRM Break Out Panels

Reconstruction of Laryngeal, Esophageal and Tracheal Defects:  
The Need for Creative Solutions

Chair: Jan Vranckx, MD 
Panelists: Samir Mardini, MD; Hung Chi Chen, MD; M. Urken, MD 

At first sight, the trachea, larynx and oesophagus seem fairly simple conduits for air and 
food passage. However, the trachea has a complex fibrocartilaginous structure to maintain 
the airway lumen and to provide vertical elasticity for deglutition, speech and motion of 
the neck. The intercartilaginous ligaments allow for entrance of blood vessels to perfuse 
the mucosal lining. The structure of the larynx is even more complex, since the vocal cords 
are suspended in a mucosa-lined fibrocartilaginous framework that has a particular hollow 
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shape to provide for resonance and breathing. The oesophagus requires highly flexible well 
vascularised tissue repair to allow deglutition and mobility in all directions.

Therefore reconstruction of defects of the trachea, larynx and oesophagus are very 
demanding and reconstructive surgeons need all technical skills and creativity to restore 
these defects. In this session custom-made microvascular techniques, prelamination, 
prefabrication procedures and tissue allotransplantation are discussed for defects that 
previously were not considered for reconstructive surgery due to their complexity.

Enhanced Recovery Program and Intra-Op Efficiency in Micro Breast 
Reconstruction: Making Things Faster from OR to Home

Chair: Ed Buchel, MD  
Panelists: Michel Saint Cyr, MD; Thomas Hayakawa, MD; Liza Wu, MD; David Song, MD

Microsurgery can be the best solution for many of the complex problems plastic 
surgeons face daily. Unfortunately many surgeons are reluctant to perform microsurgical 
reconstructions or have limitations placed on them regarding microsurgical reconstructions.   
This course will highlight pre-operative, intra-operative and post -operative logistics and 
techniques that will improve the efficiency of every microsurgical practice. Emphasis will 
be placed on changes that can be made to individual and group practices that can happen 
without significant administrative structural changes. Operative techniques resulting in 
efficiency while maintaining reliability and safely will be covered in detail.

Free Perforator Flaps, Free Style Flaps, Pre-Expanded Flaps and  
Pre-Laminated Flaps: Increasing Your Flap Repertoire While Being  
Safe and Efficient 

Chair: Samir Mardini, MD 
Panelists: Stefan Hofer, MD; Jeffery Hallock, MD; William Casey, MD; Sal Letteiri, MD

In only four decades the field of reconstructive surgery witnessed massive strides which 
have advanced this field beyond anyone’s imagination.  The development of perforator flaps 
has allowed optimization of function and aesthetics at the site of the defect as well as the 
donor site.  Muscles that are functional at the donor site are left behind in order to minimize 
dysfunction where the flaps are taken from. Perfecting the techniques of perforator flaps 
has allowed surgeons to explore free style flaps.  These flaps provide the surgeon with a 
freedom that allows for better shaping and molding of flaps. With a deep understanding of 
flap anatomy and physiology there are no limits to what can be done with a flap to perform 
complex reconstructions. This expert panel will provide interesting and exciting cases 
and demonstrate techniques that can be applicable and useful in the everyday practice of 
reconstructive microsurgery.

Gender Reassignment Microsurgery
Chair: Lawrence Gottlieb, MD 
Panelists: Klaus Exner, MD; Juergen Schaff, MD; Christopher Salgado, MD;  
Sanguan Kunaporn, MD; Paul Daverio, MD

Significant advances have been made in the field of gender reassignment surgery.  This 
course will provide a unique international review from world experts discussing their 
surgical strategies for obtaining the ideal outcomes.  A multi-disciplinary approach will be 
emphasized to achieve the best results.

Visualization of Vascularization: Which Method is Best?
Chair: Michael Zenn, MD 
Panelists: Ulrich Kneser, MD; Michael Pelzer, MD; David Mathes, MD; Patrick B. Garvey, MD

Many techniques exist for qualitative, semi quantitative or quantitative determination of 
vessel density and size and actual tissue perfusion. Comparability between them is difficult, 
however. CT and MRI-angiography, graphical 2D-density measurements, ICG-perfusion, 
latex and other dye injections are among the most common techniques. Is there a common 
ground for optimal experimental and clinical measurements?

Complex Spinal and Pelvic Reconstruction
Chair: Steven Moran, MD 
Panelists: Peter Rose, MD; Hai Winters, MD; Alexander Shin, MD

Advances in spine and pelvic tumor surgery have allowed for the successful extirpation of 
a wide variety of pelvic tumors.  Such resection result in large vertebral and pelvic bone 
defects which require bony stabilization and soft tissue reconstruction.  This course will 
review the basics of tumor extirpation in addition to options for soft tissue coverage and 
vascularized bony reconstruction of the spine and pelvis.
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10:30 am – 10:45 am Break with Exhibitors

10:45 am – 11:45 am  Young Microsurgeons Group Panel:  
 Challenging Cases and the Decisions Made
Moderator: Howard Levinson, MD 
Panelists: Melissa Poh, MD; Scott Hanson, MD; Steven Levine, MD; Valerie Lemaine, MD

Panelists will present a most interesting case and discuss the decisions made in detail with 
review of relevant literature.
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Monday, January 26, 2015
6:30 am – 7:30 am  Continental Breakfast

7:00 am – 8:30 am  ASRM Scientific Paper Session

7:00 am – 8:15 am  ASRM Break Out Panels

The Chest Wall Defect Revisited: Flaps, Plating and Rigid Fixation
Chair: Karen Evans, MD 
Panelists: Samir Mardini, MD; Michael Sauerbier, MD; Scott Hollenbeck, MD;   
David Chang, MD

Chest wall defects continue to be a reconstructive challenge; however newer options such 
as sternal plating and free tissue transfer have allowed for improved options and potential 
improvement in patient outcomes.  This course will cover the indications for pedicled flaps, 
free flaps, and chest wall plating as options in chest wall reconstruction.

Ortho-Plastics Approach to Extremity Trauma: A Multi-Disciplinary 
Road to Excellence

Chair: Steve Moran, MD 
Panelists: Andy Sems, MD; Tom Higgins, MD; James Higgins, MD; Steven Kovach, MD

Upper and lower extremity trauma demands a multi-disciplinary team approach for rapid 
coverage of bony defects and recovery of function.  Two nationally recognized orthopedic 
trauma surgeons and a panel of plastic surgeons will provide their perspective on achieving 
the best outcomes in cases of extremity injury.

Flap Choice and Outcome in Breast Reconstruction: Evaluation with 
the Breast Q and What Really Matters to Patients?

Chair: Valerie Lemaine, MD 
Panelists: Andrea Pusick, MD; Toni Zhong, MD

This course will provide an overview of patient-reported outcomes following microsurgical 
breast reconstruction. Experts will discuss shared decision-making, health-related quality of 
life and patient satisfaction after microsurgical breast reconstruction. They will share their 
knowledge on the impact of flap selection and abdominal morbidity on patient-reported 
outcomes, and the influence of postoperative complications on decision regret.

Sarcoma 101: Achieving Excellence in Diagnosis and Outcome
Chair: Stefan Hofer, MD 
Panelists: Jay Wunder, MD; E. Gene Deune, MD; Peter Neligan, MD

This session will provide a comprehensive review on how to recognize and manage soft 
tissue sarcomas.  Topics will include diagnosis and how to avoid pitfalls when encountering a 
soft tissue mass.   An overview on current treatment strategies for reconstruction of defects 
following resection will be provided. At the end of this session participants should feel 
comfortable managing soft tissue masses and be able to plan for a successful reconstructive 
procedure in case a large resection.

Keystone Flaps and Propeller Flaps: Fad or Fantastic 
Vascular Anatomy, Design and Applications

Chair: JP Hong, MD 
Panelists: Michel Saint Cyr, MD;  Geoffrey Hallock, MD; Jason Ko, MD; Alexandru Georgescu, MD
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5:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Best Case/Best Save  
 Supported by Synovis, MCA
Submissions of microsurgical salvage cases performed during the last year will be 
presented and a panel of experts will critique the submitted cases. Attendees will vote 
for the Best Microsurgical Save and the Best Microsurgical Case of the year. Awards will 
be presented at the conclusion of the session.

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm Poster Reception
View and discuss fellow attendee’s poster presentations while mingling with our 
organizations supporters. This reception takes place just before the popular Best Case/
Best Save event so come early and join us for some networking, food and beverages. 

Art and Science in the Life of a Reconstructive Microsurgeon

Allen T. Bishop, MD

The Presidential talk will be a reflection on the speaker’s experience as both an artist 
(musician) and a microsurgeon. The importance of aesthetics in reconstructive surgery is 
an obvious connection with the arts.  The art of medicine, however, goes far beyond this 
superficial connection- most importantly in the genuine desire to do the best we can for our 
patients, our students and for others in need of medical care. Involvement in research seeks 
to advance the science with the goal of improving the lives of our patients— examples of 
this from the speaker’s own experience will be used as examples. As educators, we must 
strive to not only provide our trainees with the technical skills and knowledge required to 
perform modern microsurgery, but also demonstrate the importance of compassion and 
respect for others- to serve as examples we can hope they will follow in their future lives. As 
clinicians, an emotional bond between surgeon and patient improves outcomes and reduces 
stress. Similarly, we can all benefit from art in our lives. Music in particular provides a means 
to contact the emotional side of our lives that often is pushed away in the clinic and the 
operating room.  The Presidents’ participation in the World Doctors Orchestra has provided a 
means to not only connect with colleagues around the world, but to use musical talents to 
improve local medical care. Music, performed with assistance of members of the Bahamas 
Symphony, will be used in interludes for illustrative purpose.

Keystone flaps and propeller flaps have become popular ways to reconstruct large defects 
while avoiding microvascular anastomosis. Despite their simplicity concerns remain about 
their reliability and effectiveness. This course will focus on the anatomy and physiology of 
these flaps as well as surgical techniques to improve the reliability and effectiveness of these 
flaps. The expert panels will provide a treatment algorithm for the management of large and 
small and  defects in a case based format. 

Expanding Options for Bony Defects 
Chair: L. Scott Levin, MD, FACS 
Panelists: Heinz Berger, MD; Marco Innocenti, MD;  Eduardo Rodriguez, MD, DDS

This course will provide an overview of advanced options for vascularized bony 
reconstruction.  Topics will include advanced midface and craniofacial reconstruction, 
vascularized articular grafts for joint reconstruction and vascularized growth plate transfer.

8:30 am – 9:30 am  ASRT Transplant Panel: Furthering the Frontier 
 The Next Innovations in Vascularized Composite  
 Allo-Transplantation
Moderator: W. P. Andrew Lee, MD

Marching Toward Immunological Tolerance to VCA 
Gerald Brandacher, MD

VCA in the Pediatric Population  
L. Scott Levin, MD

Lower Extremity Transplantation 
Bohdan Pomahac, MD

Penile Transplantation 
Damon Cooney, MD

9:30 am – 10:30 am  Presidential Lecture (Not for Credit)
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10:45 am – 11:45 am   ASRM Break Out Panels

Tissue Engineering & Microsurgery: Friends or Foes for the Future?
Chair: Jan Vranckx, MD 
Panelists: Ian L. Valerio, MD; Michael Neumeister, MD; Gregory Evans, MD

Tissue engineering, cell and growth factor therapy are innovative entities and very 
promising for clinical reconstructive surgery. Ex vivo therapies brought us options that were 
only used in a research setting slightly more than a decade ago. Some strategies focus on 
delivering growth factors to tissues, stimulating healing, vascularization and repair. Other 
approaches add stem cells to wounds or tissues in order to promote tissue integration, tissue 
remodellation and angiogenesis and encourage repair. This all is fascinating; however, how 
far are these approaches from a clinical setting ? In this session experts focus on some of the 
tissue-engineering-based strategies we already do implement in clinics.

They also highlight to which extent these new strategies pose a threat to microsurgery: is our 
expertise on the verge of assimilation or do we have to focus on integration and synergy to 
only promote our microvascular armamentarium?

Reconstruction of Complex Defects of Perineum and Abdominal Wall: 
How to Achieve More with Loco-Regional Options

Chair: Charles Butler, MD 
Panelists: Chris Campbell, MD; Patrick B. Garvey, MD

This course will examine the options for complex abdominal wall reconstruction.  Topics 
covered will include component separation, the use of mesh and acellular dermis, extended 
ALT and free tissue transfer.

Salvage of the Unfavorable Outcome in Breast Reconstruction:  
Nipple Loss, Partial Flap Loss, Abdominal Hernia, Radiated Breast 

Chair: Maurice Nahabedian, MD  
Panelists: Liza Wu, MD;  Alanna Rebecca, MD;  Mike Saint-Cyr, MD;  Jian Farhadi, MD

This course will review some of the more common adverse events that occur following 
autologous breast reconstruction. Because nipple areolar preservation following mastectomy 
is becoming more desired, strategies to ensure safety and efficacy will be reviewed. Partial 
flap failure can lead to significant breast deformities that require secondary procedures. 
The TRAM and abdominal perforator flaps have become commonplace; however contour 
abnormalities of the abdomen can be a source of significant patient satisfaction. 
Preventative and corrective strategies will be reviewed. As the indications for radiation 
therapy in the setting of breast cancer continue to expand, plastic surgeons must adapt to 
these reconstructive challenges to ensure favorable outcomes. A panel of experts will review 
all of these events in detail and provide the audience principles, concepts, and techniques to 
effectively minimize occurence and manage these adverse events.

Perioperative Pain Control
Chair: Toni Zhong, MD 
Panelists: Stephan Hofer, MD; Hance Clarke, MD, PhD, FRCPC

No pain, no gain. Think again!!!!  Perioperative strategies to maximize pain control.  Major 
reconstructive surgery is generally accompanied by extensive recipient and donor sites. 
In order to achieve a swift recovery it is important to minimize postoperative pain and 
inactivity. Several strategies for perioperative pain reduction will be presented which are 
geared at achieving these goals. At the end of this session the participants should have a 
better understanding on novel strategies to enhance analgesia and recovery for patients 
having major reconstructive surgery.

Virtual Surgical Planning in Reconstructive Surgery
Chair: Matthew Hanasono, MD 
Panelists: Carl-Peter Cornelius, MD; Roman Skoracki, MD; Eduardo Rodriguez, MD, DDS;  
Patrick B. Garvey, MD; Jamie Levine, MD

Virtual surgical planning is the state of the art for complex head and neck reconstruction. 
This panel includes many of the world’s experts in applying computer-aided design (CAD) 
software and rapid prototype modeling (RPM) for use in performing microvascular free flap 
reconstruction of the craniofacial skeleton. We will discuss the application of this technology 
in mandibular and maxillary reconstruction for cancer, trauma, and facial transplantation, as 
well as its role in dental restoration. 

419

420

421

422

423

Lessons Learned from Composite Allotransplantation 
Chair: Eduardo Rodriguez, MD 
Panelists: Bohdan Pomahac, MD; Samir Mardini, MD; Maria Siemionow, MD, PhD

This program will provide participants with a current overview of facial transplantation since 
its inception in 2005. At the completion of the session, the participant will have an enhanced 
understanding of the scope, practice and techniques in facial transplantation.

11:45 am – 12:45 pm  ASRM Scientific Paper Session

12:45 pm – 1:45 pm  Lunch with Exhibitors 

12:45 pm – 1:45 pm  ASRM Business Meeting/Lunch (Members Only) 
 (Not for Credit)

1:45 pm – 2:45 pm  Godina Lecture (Not for Credit)

Matthew Hanasono, MD

“Marko Godina was distinguished by his tireless energy, his impeccable logic, his boundless 
optimism, and his constant good humor and courtesy.” – G. Lister

It is these qualities that are sought after in choosing the ASRM Godina Lecturer, honoring 
Dr. Marko Godina, an unrivaled leader and innovator in reconstructive microsurgery whose 
life was tragically cut short at the young age of 43. Established by the trustees of the Marko 
Godina Fund, this distinguished lectureship highlights a young, upcoming microsurgeon 
who has demonstrated leadership, innovation and ongoing commitment to our field in the 
best traditions of Dr. Godina. It is a pleasure to introduce Matthew Hanasono, MD as the 2014 
Godina Traveling Fellow.

2:45 pm – 3:45 pm       Old Turks/ Young Turks Smack Down
Old Turks: William Pederson, MD; L. Scott Levin, MD; Lawrence Gottlieb MD; Bob Allen MD; 
Ronald Zuker, MD

Young Turks: Jesse Selber, MD; Justin Sacks, MD; Raman Mahabir, MD;  
Adeyiza O. Momoh, MD; Jen Robinson, MD

Old Turks/Young Turks show down where seasoned veterans and the individuals from the 
Young Member’s Microsurgical Group will square off in a lively competition to see who can  
be the most creative in solving complex reconstructive problems.

3:45 pm – 5:45 pm  American Society of Lymphatic Surgery  
  Scientific Session 
Chair: Joseph Dayan, MD 

This session will provide an update on the latest surgical techniques, imaging, and research.  
Expert panelists will discuss indications for surgery, pre-operative imaging, technical pearls, 
and tracking outcomes.

424

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Godina Alumni Club Reception



Tuesday, January 27, 2015
6:30 am – 7:30 am  Continental Breakfast

7:15 am – 8:30 am  Break Out Panels

Management of the Donor Site:  Radial Forearm, ALT, TUG, DIEP
Chair: Lawrence Gottlieb, MD

Ideally all donor sites should be closed primarily and provide reasonable aesthetic outcomes.  
Unfortunately with the need for larger or composite flaps, donor site management may be 
complicated by scaring, dehiscence, native bone fracture and functional deficit.  This course 
will share tips and pearls from the masters on donor site closure, as well as flap selection 
which can help improve donor site appearance and function.

Training the Next Generation of Microsurgeons− 
New Techniques for Training

Chair: Michael Neumeister, MD 
Panelists: Gordon Lee, MD; Joseph Losee, MD; Jesse Selber, MD; Prof. Kadir Bacakoğlu, MD

The training of the next generation of microsurgeons has become more complex with the 
advent of robotic microsurgery and super-microsurgery.  Recent developments in simulation 
training, robotic training and regional microsurgical training centers can potentially ease 
the burden on residency programs in addition to allowing more seasoned microsurgeons an 
opportunity to learn new techniques.  This course will examine teaching techniques from 
some of the most established microsurgical training centers.

Super Micro and Super Thin: The Role of Thin Flaps and  
Supermicrosurgery

Chair: JP Hong, MD 
Panelists: Thomas Hayakawa, MD; Isao Koshima, MD

The realm of super microsurgery has allowed for the development of ultra-thin flaps for 
the coverage of a variety of defects.  How thin can we get without compromising the flap 
vascularity? What are the apparent and hidden advantages after thinning? In this session 
we will discuss the methods, reasoning of thinning as well the extended application of 
supermicrosurgery.

Beyond the DIEP: TUG, Profundus Perforator, SIEPA Flaps
Chair: Aldona Spiegel, MD 
Panelists: Liza Wu, MD; Bob Allen, MD; Michel Saint-Cyr, MD

In rare circumstances, the DIEP is not an option for women seeking autologous breast 
reconstruction; however there are now several alternatives available. This course will 
examine other options for autologous vascularized tissue along with tips and tricks for 
success.

Julia K. Terzis, MD, PhD
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Pediatric Craniofacial Microsurgery: State of the Art
Chair: Eric Santamaria, MD 
Panelist:  EJ Caterson, MD

This course will examine free tissue transfer for a variety of pediatric craniofacial deformities 
in a case based format.

Quality Care Initiatives: Avoiding DVTs, Thrombosis, SSIs  
and the NISQIP Database

Chair: Loren Schechter, MD 
Panelists: Valerie Lemaine, MD; Christopher Pannucci, MD; Karen Evans, MD

This course will discuss two of health care’s most critical safety and quality problems facing 
the microsurgical patient:  venous thromboembolism (VTE) and surgical site infection (SSI). 
Experts will critically examine the literature, including data derived from NSQIP; they will 
identify best surgical practices and examine how surgical teams obtain best outcomes; and 
they will provide practice guidelines.

7:00 am – 8:45 am  ASRM Scientific Paper Session
8:45 am – 9:45 am  Buncke Lecture (Not for Credit) 
 Supported by the California Pacific Medical Center
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The Harry Buncke Lectureship has been created with the support of the California Pacific 
Medical Center to honor Dr. Buncke’s remarkable contributions to the field of microsurgery. 
Dr. Harry Buncke has played a major role in the development of our specialty and has helped 
develop several microsurgical laboratories across the globe. He has influenced countless 
residents and fellows as well as numeral department chairs throughout the world. It is with 
great appreciation that we are able to honor Dr. Harry Buncke with his lectureship due to 
funding provided by the California Pacific Medical Center. It is our pleasure to introduce Julia 
K. Terzis, MD, PhD as the 2015 Buncke Lecturer.

9:45 am – 11:00 am  ASRM Concurrent Scientific Paper Sessions

11:00 am – 12:00 pm  Panel: Disasters of the Masters: Problems Happen  
 to the Best of Us…So How Do We Learn From Them?
Chair: Joseph Serletti, MD 
Panelists: Bob Allen, MD; William Pederson, MD; Michael Neumeister, MD

Problems happen even to the best of us, but finding a solution to that problem can 
differentiate the good from the great.  A panel of master microsurgeons will discuss 
problems and solution to some of their most difficult cases.  This case based panel will 
provide algorithms for solutions to complex reconstructive problems.

12:00 pm – 12:15 pm  Closing Remarks 
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6:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Women’s Microsurgery Group Reception
All women microsurgeons and their families are welcome to join the Women’s 
Microsurgery Group for cocktails and family-friendly fare. There is no charge to ASRM 
attendees for this event, however please select this option when registering to ensure 
proper accommodations are made. 

7:00 pm – 10:00 pm   ASRM Celebration!
Cost: 1 ticket included in ASRM registration.

Additional adult tickets available @ $100 each and includes 2 drink tickets; tickets for 
children and young adults ages 5 - 17 available @ $50 each. 

Experience an authentic Bahamian cultural dance show and lively music at this fun 
evening celebration. A sumptuous Bahamian-inspired buffet will be followed by an 
energetic and interactive performance by festively costumed dancers who move to 
the beat of our fun-loving Caribbean band. The high energy, lively music will have you 
moving and grooving as we celebrate the night away!  Join us for this all-Bahamian 
experience that you’ll truly enjoy.  



Educational Resources

Networking Events

ASRM Historical DVD ($25 - Limited Quantities)
A DVD entitled “The First Twenty Years” is available for purchase. This one hour documentary was been produced in honor 
of the 20th Anniversary of the esteemed American Society for Reconstructive Microsurgery and documents the evolution of 
microsurgery; with commentary from pioneers such as Harry Buncke, Robert Acland and Jim Urbaniak. The video includes the 
experimental and clinical history of replantation described vividly by Susumu Tamai. The timeline takes the viewer through a 
rich history of experimental, scientific and clinical development of the practice of microsurgery from its infancy and into the 
modern era. The scope of the video highlights the spectrum of techniques, including composite tissue allotransplantation, 
described by one of the American Pioneers of this technique Warren Breidenbach. The video is a living heritage of our exciting 
specialty and would benefit medical students, residents, fellows, practicing physicians and probably most importantly our 
patients. This documentary is a wonderful resource of information about microsurgery and certainly will inspire members to 
make further progress in the arena of reconstructive microsurgery. To order “The First Twenty Years” DVD, please select option 
when you register for the meeting. (Ordered DVD’s will be mailed directly once they have been purchased.)

ASRM 2014 Masters Series in Microsurgery  ($50 - Limited quantities)
GOOD TO GREAT
The American Society for Reconstructive Microsurgery is pleased to present the “Masters’ Series in Microsurgery – GOOD TO 
GREAT”. The 2014 Masters Series in Microsurgery highlighted complications and problems as seen by the experts in the field. A 
panel of renowned Masters in Microsurgery present concepts, techniques, philosophies or epiphanies which were responsible 
or that aided their transition from an average microsurgeon to the experts and leaders that they have become.  Specific cases 
are illustrated with the dramatic successes, difficult challenges, or over failures.  This session will have you take away concepts 
of surgical technique, patient care; work ethic and leadership which may help you make similar advances.  (Ordered DVD’s will be 
mailed directly once they have been purchased. Limited quantities available.)

PRE
SALE

AAHS 2015 Comprehensive Hand  
Surgery Review Course DVD ($175)
Place your order now for the 2015 

Comprehensive Hand Surgery Review Course DVD 
that will be recorded at this upcoming Annual Meeting. 

Co-Chaired by Sanjeev Kakar, MD and Alexander M. Spiess, 
MD and covering ten topics, this DVD will serve as a valuable 
resource. Pre-ordered DVDs will be delivered to you in early 
spring 2015, after the meeting.

Networking events are offered to promote collaboration in a social environment, and to enhance your meeting 
experience. Many of the events are included in your registration fee, and we encourage you to purchase tickets for your 
guests for all networking events. We recommend that you purchase guest tickets in advance, as they will be available on 
a very limited basis at the meeting. Attendee name badge or a guest ticket is required for all social events.

AAHS Mentors Reception 
Wednesday, January 21 5:00 – 6:00 pm
This late afternoon event was created for young hand 
surgeons and therapists (in practice five years or less) as 
well as those still in training to come and meet some of the 
seasoned AAHS Board Members. Enjoy a glass of wine and 
the opportunity to mingle with leaders in the field of hand 
surgery. Event includes hosted beverages and light appetizers.

AAHS Welcome Reception 
Wednesday, January 21 6:30 – 8:00 pm
The Welcome Reception will be held in the Exhibit Hall. Time 
to catch up with friends, network, and make new contacts 
within the hand surgery association. Hosted beverages and 
light appetizers will be served.

AAHS Annual Meeting Dinner Dance 
Friday, January 23 7:00 – 10:00 pm
Join your fellow AAHS members, including the President and 
board members in a fun filled evening of dinner and dancing. 
Hosted dinner, beverages and musical entertainment from 
AAHS Members. 

AAHS/ASRM Golf Tournament   
Saturday January 24  12:30pm
$305, $70 club rental (club rental quantity limited) 
Ocean Club Golf Course 

Views of the beautiful Bahamian coastline make the Ocean 
Club Golf Course one of the most spectacular and challenging 
venues to play golf. The course is designed by Tom Weiskopf 
and is an 18-hole, par-72 course stretches over 7,100 yards on 
Paradise Island's peninsula, where crosswinds challenge even 
the most experienced of players. This course was recently 
recognized as the #8 Resort Course in North America and 
the Caribbean by Golf Digest Magazine.  Course operations 
are overseen by Troon Golf, which creates extraordinary 

experiences for guests through uncompromising standards 
and attention to detail. This tournament is a modified shot-
gun format. Box lunches will be provided on the golf carts. 

ASRM Young Microsurgeon & New Member Reception 
Saturday, January 24 6:00pm – 7:00pm
All Young Microsurgeons and New Members of the ASRM are 
invited to attend a reception to network and meet fellow 
members.  Admission to this event is included in the ASRM 
registration fee.

ASPN/ASRM Welcome Reception 
Saturday, January 24 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm    
Cost: 1 ticket included in ASPN and ASRM registration.

Additional adult tickets available @ $50 each and includes  
2 drink tickets; tickets for children and young adults  
ages 5 - 17 available @ $25 each.

Welcome to the Bahamas! Gather at the Pyramid on Ripples 
pool deck to enjoy the sounds and fare of the island while 
you network and catch up with fellow attendees.

Young Microsurgeons Group Open Forum & Lunch  
Sunday, January 25 12:45 – 1:30 pm
Career Development for the Microsurgeon

The Young Microsurgeon’s Group invites you to participate 
in an open forum specially designed to foster discussion 
and will feature young speakers who have had teachable 
moments in different aspects early in microsurgery practice. 
Admission to the forum is included in the registration fee. 

ASRM Posters & Exhibits Reception 
Sunday, January 25 4:00 – 5:00 pm
View and discuss fellow attendee’s poster presentations 
while mingling amongst our organizations supporters. This 
cocktail reception takes place just before the popular Best 

Case/Best Save event so come early and join us for some 
networking, food and beverages. Admission to this event is 
included in the ASRM registration fee. 

Women’s Microsurgery Group Reception 
Monday, January 26 6:00pm – 7:00pm
All women microsurgeons and their families are welcome 
to join the Women’s Microsurgery Group for cocktails and 
family-friendly fare. There is no charge to ASRM attendees 
for this event, however please select this option when 
registering to ensure proper accommodations are made. 

ASRM Celebration! 
Monday, January 26 7:00 – 10:00 pm
Cost: 1 ticket included in ASRM registration.

Additional adult tickets available @ $100 each and includes  
2 drink tickets; tickets for children and young adults ages  
5 - 17 available @ $50 each. 

Experience an authentic Bahamian cultural dance show and 
lively music at this fun evening celebration. A sumptuous 
Bahamian-inspired buffet will be followed by an energetic 
and interactive performance by festively costumed dancers 
who move to the beat of our fun-loving Caribbean band. The 
high energy, lively music will have you moving and grooving 
as we celebrate the night away!  Join us for this all-Bahamian 
experience that you’ll truly enjoy. 

ASRM Guest Fee
Have your guest or spouse join you for the ASRM social 
events, breakfasts, and lunches during the official dates 
of the ASRM Meeting (Saturday-Tuesday). Please see 
ASRM daily schedules for details. ASRM guests are not 
eligible to claim CME credit. Any attendee that plans to 
attend general sessions and claim CME credit must be a 
healthcare professional and register as a regular attendee. 
Cost $250 per ASRM Guest.
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D E S T I N A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N
Atlantis Resort Activities

 h Dolphin Cay- get up close with an Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphin
 h Atlantis Kids Adventures- Activities for Kids of All Ages
 h Mandara Spa
 h Climbers Rush- Rock Climbing Wall
 h Atlantis Movie Theatre
 h Yacht & Fishing Charters
 h Casino- slot machines and table games
 h Dining- 21 restaurants & 19 bars

For a full list of amenities and more hotel information,  
visit www.atlantis.com/thingstodo.aspx. 

Phone and Internet Communications
Wi-Fi is available for purchase throughout the resort inclusive of 
the convention center area. Some U.S. cell phone carriers provide 
coverage in the Bahamas. Before you leave home, be sure to 
check with your provider for any applicable roaming fees or set up 
requirements. Prepaid calling cards are also popular for keeping in 
touch with home. 

Dress Code
We encourage meeting attendees to dress casually and 
comfortably. Jackets and ties are not required for any business or 
networking events. If you plan to be outdoors in the evening, a 
jacket may be preferred.

Parking at the Atlantis 
Valet parking is available at $16 per day  or self-parking is  
available at an hourly rate and is $18 for 12-24 hours. 

Transportation 
The Atlantis Resort is located approximately 40 minutes 
from Nassau’s International Airport, where several modes of 
transportation are available to guests.  Please note that island 
transportation is limited and we recommend making reservations 
at your earliest convenience.  

Airport Shuttle
Sunbound Transportation will provide shuttle transportation to 
and from the airport. You will be met outside the customs area by 
a Sunbound representative holding a sign.  The cost is $30.00 per 
person each way. To schedule transportation to and from the hotel 
you must fax your itinerary details directly to SunBound. Please 
visit the meeting websites to retrieve this form. 

Taxi Service
There are a limited amount of taxis located curbside at the baggage 
claim area at the Nassau International Airport. The approximate 
cost of a taxi ranges from $32-$40. Charges for additional 
passengers, bridge tolls, and luggage may apply.  

Private Transfers 
Private car transfers are available with advance reservations. Drive 
time is approximately 30 – 45 minutes depending on the time of 
day. To inquire and to make reservations, visit:  
http://www.bahamasexperiencetours.com/reservations.html 

Round trip transfers between the Nassau Airport and Atlantis:
Limo - $ 270.00 / up to 6 passengers / plus optional gratuity 
SUV - $ 285.00 / up to 4 passengers / plus optional gratuity
Sedan - $ 216.00 / up to 3 passengers / plus optional gratuity

Shuttle Service 
Complimentary Bus Shuttle Service operates between The Cove, 
Royal Towers, Harborside, Coral Towers, Beach Towers, Ocean Club 
and the Ocean Club Golf Course every 30 minutes.

For a full listing of transportation options and cab companies 
please visit www.handsurgery.org, www.peripheralnerve.org,  
or www.microsurg.org.

Golf
Views of the beautiful Bahamian coastline make the Ocean Club Golf 
Course one of the most spectacular and challenging venues to play 
golf. The course is designed by Tom Weiskopf and is an 18-hole, par-
72 course stretches over 7,100 yards on Paradise Island’s peninsula, 
where crosswinds challenge even the most experienced of players. 
This course was recently recognized as the #8 Resort Course in 
North America and the Caribbean by Golf Digest Magazine.  Course 
operations are overseen by Troon Golf, which creates extraordinary 
experiences for guests through uncompromising standards and 
attention to detail. 

The AAHS/ASRM Annual Golf Tournament will be held at this pristine 
course on Saturday, January 24 starting at 12:30pm. Please see  
page 11 for details and registration.

Housing
Atlantis Resort Paradise Island
Make your reservation online or contact the hotel directly at 
954-809-2100 and refer to group code: AAHS/ASPN/ASRM or, 
GQWDEU5. Rooms and rates are limited and will be confirmed on 
a space available basis until Friday, December 5, 2014 or until the 
block is full, whichever occurs first. We encourage you to make 
your reservation as soon as possible to ensure room rate and 
availability.

Please note: We recommend that you book your room in 
the official AAHS/ASPN/ASRM room block in the Royal Tower, 
conveniently located adjacent to the Convention Center. The 
Royal Tower run of house room rate is $279.00 plus taxes and fees 
(shown below.) Call the number below for other Royal Tower room 
types available at a group discounted rate, based on availability. 
Rooms are also available at a discounted group rate at the Coral 
Tower (also located adjacent to the Convention Center,) and the 
Reef and Cove Towers (located away from the Convention Center.)  

Getting to the Bahamas
Please note: The 2015 Annual Meetings are taking place outside of 
the United States of America and a valid passport is required.  United 
States Citizens please visit the www.travel.state.gov website to 
obtain a valid passport for travel. 

Airports and Airlines 
The airport code is NAS. Most major airlines offer international 
service with either non-stop or connecting service into NAS.

Currency 
The U.S. dollar is the preferred and commonly used currency in the 
Bahamas. 

Electricity
The resort has a voltage capacity of 110V for U.S. and Canadian 
electric razors, hair dryers and other standard electrical equipment 
used in guest rooms. All European appliances require an adapter.

Concierge & Amenities
For a full listing of local attractions visit,  
http://www.atlantis.com/thingstodo.aspx 

Time Zone
Nassau Bahamas operates on the Eastern Time Zone (EST).

 Atlantis Paradise Island 
 One Casino Drive 
 Paradise Island, Bahamas
 Reservations: 1-888-877-7525 or 954-809-2100

The Royal Tower Room Rate is $279.00 / night and does not 
include:  Additional Taxes, Service Fees & Gratuities 

 h Taxes: 10% Guest room tax based on nightly room rate 

 h Resort Levies: 3% PITDA* levy based on nightly room rate

 h 5% NPIPB** levy based on nightly room rate

 h Bellman: $6.00 per person, one time charge,  
  12 years old and older

 h Pool/Beach Attendant/Lifeguard: $1.60 per person  
  per night, 12 years old and older

 h Mandatory housekeeping gratuity: $5.00 per person  
  per night, 12 years old and older

Important Reservation Deposit Information! 
You must submit a credit card number when making your 
reservation. A deposit equal to two (2) night’s guest room/suite 
rate will be applied to your credit card at the time the reservation 
is made. 

At thirty (30) days prior to arrival, the remaining balance 
for your stay will be due and the credit card on file will be 
charged.  

Refunds will be issued on your individual reservations if it is 
cancelled at least thirty (30) days in advance of your arrival date.  
All guaranteed reservations will be held until 3:00AM on the day 
after your confirmed arrival date.  Attendees must pay balance of 
all guest room, Resort Charges and other incident charges upon 
checkout.  

Cancellation Policy
Deposits will be refunded in full should the reservation be 
cancelled more than thirty (30) days prior to the Arrival Date.  
The deposit, and any pre-payments made, are non-
refundable within thirty (30) days of guests’ arrival date.
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American Association for Hand Surgery
The AAHS membership represents a diverse but cohesive 
mixture of highly respected professionals working 
in all disciplines of hand surgery and hand therapy. 
Members include orthopedic surgeons, plastic surgeons, 
general surgeons, microsurgeons, hand therapists, 
nurses, and basic scientists from the United States, 
Canada, and many other countries. The AAHS has 
high standards of excellence for its membership and 
election to membership is based upon training, board 
certification, scientific and professional accomplishment, 
and the degree of active interest and experience in the 
disciplines related to hand surgery and hand therapy.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the AAHS, 
please visit the registration desk at the Annual Meeting, 
or contact the AAHS Office at (978)927-8330,  
contact@handsurgery.org  or www.handsurgery.org .

Membership

Registration

American Society for Reconstructive  
Microsurgery
The mission of the American Society for 
Reconstructive Microsurgery is to encourage, foster 
and advance the art and science of microsurgical and 
other complex reconstructions, as well as to establish 
a forum for teaching, research and free discussion of 
reconstructive microsurgical methods and principals 
among the members. The ASRM has been an 
organization for 30 years and has a strong, growing 
membership.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the 
ASRM, please visit the registration desk at the Annual 
Meeting, or contact the ASRM Central Office at 
(312)456-9579, contact@microsurg.org  or  
www.microsurg.org.

American Society for Peripheral Nerve
The American Society for Peripheral Nerve is an 
organization devoted to the promotion and  
development of peripheral nerve surgery. The purpose 
of ASPN is to stimulate and encourage study and 
research in the field of neural regeneration, to provide 
a forum for the presentation of the latest research and 
relevant clinical information and to serve as a unifying 
authority on all areas of neural regeneration and 
restorative neuroscience. Join a growing society and 
contribute to the clinical and research development in 
the area of peripheral nerve surgery. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of ASPN, 
please visit the registration desk at the Annual Meeting 
or contact the ASPN Office at (978)927-8330,  
contact@peripheralnerve.org  or  
www.peripheralnerve.org.

Discounted meeting registration fees are effective through 
Friday, November 21, 2014. After this date, registration 
fees will increase by $125. All registration fees are based on 
current membership status. 

Each meeting includes the following:

 h Admission to all instructional courses, general session  
  and panels

 h Access to speaker presentations

 h Breakfast, lunch and refreshment breaks served  
  (see agenda)

 h One (1) complimentary ticket to each networking event*

 h Access to Exhibit Hall

 h 2015 Official Program 

*Complimentary tickets provided based on the meeting registration 
type (does not include golf tournament, optional tours or activities).

Meeting registrants will also receive these additional 
benefits:

 h Discounted hotel rates

 h Opportunity to participate in group tours and  
 golf tournament

 h Opportunity to earn credits for AMAPRA  
 Category 1 CreditsTM

Additional Courses and Events
The AAHS Comprehensive Hand Surgery Review Course 
and the ASRM Masters Series require an additional ticket 
purchase. Additional networking event tickets are available 
for purchase. See registration form.

Registration is Available Online:
 h www.handsurgery.org

 h www.peripheralnerve.org

 h www.microsurg.org

Discounts
AAHS, ASPN, and ASRM are offering reduced registration 
rates on all combination meeting registration. You must 
register for at least two meetings to take advantage of the 
reduced rates. Discounted military rates are also available  
on a case basis.

Onsite Registration Hours
Tuesday, January 20  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Wednesday, January 21  . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 5:00 pm

Thursday, January 22  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 5:00 pm

Friday, January 23  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 6:00 pm

Saturday, January 24  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 6:00 pm

Sunday, January 25  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 4:00 pm

Monday, January 26  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 4:00 pm

Tuesday, January 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 am – 12:00 pm

Cancellation Policy
Cancellations must be received in writing via email prior 
to November 21, 2014 and are subject to approval by the 
AAHS/ASPN/ASRM. If approved, refunds will be issued less 
a $75 processing fee. Cancellation requests received after 
November 21, 2014 will not receive a refund; no exceptions.
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